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A u t hpoefades

hedepthandstyleof theseessaysvouldvarywidely

asthey were written on diversified issuesand at
differenttimesover a period of morethan 10 years.|
postedall thesewritingsin webfrom timeto time.

It startswith 6 N eaftheh o ufalloddvedby 6 Th u s
Spakel n d lLaterdl.included6 Ve drheilci gndo n 6
0 F then at iAb thésefour come under the title
6 T hSpakel n dAll ghésechaptergalkaboutl ndi a6s
vitality; theytalk for | n d vitality whichis meantto
strengthere v e r ysauldenditgacrosgsheworld. In
this context,India is not for India alone,India is for
theentireliving kind, for thewholenatureandfor each
0 n &difs

The peacock,| n d natidhal bird, is a bird of
multicolor. India is a nation of multicolored culture,
policies and philosophies.Learning about all the
diversitiesmaynot be a possibletask;thereis no need
for thateither.If we couldgrasptheunderlyingessence
of all thesecolors,thatis enoughlIndiais hereto teach
one abouto n droesself, aboutthe truth. This is the
essencef hercultureandreligions.

0 Sat hyamea(rdtreabnetriumphs).The
emblem has thesewords encryptedin the bottom.
Our work also hasthe samedrive. | presentit here
in minimum words possible.l take more freedomto
examineour problemsfrom the root and am doing
constructivecriticism here sothatwe might be ableto
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gettheright direction.My ideais notto hurtanyone-
butto pointout our mistakesandthesolutionsthereto.

The Land of the Himalayan Ranges
The Reservorr of the Holy Ganges
The Pace of marnifold mysteres
The Bank of spiritual treasuries
The Heart of the world...

The Seat of the bold..
Speaks out something commonn...

In the language of a layman
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GeneraPreface

hroughthe Graceof Lord Venkateswardl havea

reasorto saythis), Babujiwasableto give a shape
to the divine thoughtsamidstso manytestsandtrials.
Vedhas,UpanishadsPuranasgpics- all thesecame
throughreveredsoulsfor the true bettermentof the
humanrace.But, in the presentimes,morethan90%
of the peopleare not following these.They are busy
in developing meaninglessimaginary skills within
themselvesand in giving shapesto them through
the scientific media(tv, internet,mobilesand so on).
Theyblindly go afterthem.Thelife built ontheseever
changingmeaninglesghingsis boundto belostin the
world of pandemonium.Sathya (Truthfulness)and
Dharma (Righteousnessgare unchangeablegeternal.
Human life is basedonly on thesequalities. If we
practiceSathyaand Dharmain the right way, we too
canbecomdlivine.

In this book, the fact that 6 p e @anlapply the
spiritual valuesevenin the modernworld and can
advancein their real p r o g hastsesnénadeclear.
| strongly say that the messagegjiven in this book
regardingideal society,ideal education,our religious
values and many other aspectswould kindle the
humanthoughtsandwouldhelpin generatingheideal
mankind.

- My mother Smit Saraswathi

(My mothergavethe aboveprefacen Tamil, herel
hadtranslatedt into English)
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NEED OF THE HOUR

<&

Foreword

his is my first literary work. | startedto write on

this in my mothertongue, Tamil, during my teen
agesln 1997,| translatedt in English.Then,| posted
theseessaysn afreewebserverThesearethe dazzling
emotionof arawyouthandl wantthemto appeahere
unmaodified.

| just think of the 6 d e s esrt wiumhag Il tald
in thosedaysto bring my first work to light i not to
gain publicity or name.l h a d Imad any groundto
believethat | might write again.At that juncture,for
me, it wasfirst andfinal. | stronglybelievedthat this
work hasthesolutionfor all problemswhich, | believe,
is true indeed.So, | put all my efforts to give some
recognitionto it, sothatsomemight havea glimpseof
it andprobablythink of the possibilityof executinghe
pointsgivenin this work. Whenl h a d meédenough
sourcedor apaperpublication,| thoughtof postingan
advertisemeraboutthiswork with the URL of myfree
website.l wasworkingin asmallofficethen;it wasan
informationservicescenterl startedaskingalmostall
personswho visit my work placefor a sponsorshipf
the Ad. Finally I had one Mr.NarendranMohananof
USAto sponsotheAd. Hereadthecontentof theweb
site and expressedhis willingnessto sponsorthe Ad.
Himself and his friend Mr. SreedhasSrinivasanhe is
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alsofrom USA) jointly sponsoredhe Ad. TheAd came
in two Englishdailiesi in the Chennaieditionsof The
New Indian Expressandin the internationaleditions
of The Hindu with thetitle 6 Wi YowAll T A Happy
New Era! 6The highlightis the Ad. cameon 1-1-2000
as| wishedandplanned.l offer my sincerethanksto

Mr. NarendrarMohanarandMr. SreedhaGrinivasfor

havinggivenasortof recognitionandconfidencdo the
youngaspirant.

Bringingof Moral EducatiorandNatureabidinglife
isthemessagef this work.

Theworldhagecognizedheneedor natureabiding
life T theneedor maintainingheecologicabalancepf
courseaftergettingintroductoryblowsfromthenature.
| feel, similarly, theworld shouldrecognizeéheneedfor
giving influential moral educationpasedon love and
brotherhoodo all classesf people peforeit istoolate.
If wrongeducationcanmakecriminalsandterrorists,
why ¢ a ndbleeducatiormakenoblehumans?f this
is implementedn the right way, we all havea happy
neweraaheadThiseducatiorwill reducgheproblems
causedy h u ma ringlédingthe problemsrelatedto
too muchexploitationof the nature.l wish Indiato be
therole modelin bringingthis moraleducatiorto the
massesasshealreadyhasprofoundexperienceén this.

Sarno jana sukino bavanthu*

(May thedenizenof theworld havehappiness!)

10
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PartA
Introduction

eryone cultivatesthe thought of doing service,

t somepoint of their lives, usuallyin their later
years!But, howto startAWhatto do?Whento do?The
answelis i D goodthingswithout expectinganything
in return.Do themright n o wt.maybein theform of
love,sympathyfortitude patienceorto theleastmoney.
And the helpedmaybe a poor boy, a hungrykitten, a
lunatic,anorphan,a cagedparrotor someonen need

of somesortof help.Most of the serviceorganisations

atpresentaredoingoneor moreof the servicef this
sort. No doubt, we very much needtheir existence
and perennialhelp. At the sametime, we shouldnot
forget an equally important thing. Why peopleand
other creaturesare suffering?Becausdhey are either
ignorantor adamanbr both (or someonelseis!). Just
by taking a babyfrom a dustbinor throwinga cointo
abeggaryouarenot meantto havesolvedthe problem
permanentlyTomorrow,anotherbabywill be thrown
in the samedustbinandthe beggamill bestandingon
the samespot. If you can correctthosepersonsvho
werereally responsibldor the babyandthebeggarj t
worth helpingten orphansor evenmore! And, thisis
theother6 e g ungpbriantt h i Andtbepity is that
the suffererhimselfis responsibldor his suffering...in
away!

All religions, philosophies, doctrines, service
establishmentssportsclubs talk aboutthe Universal

11



Thus Spake India

Brotherhood.And they work for it. But, we should
neverforget that we do havea UniversalFatherhood
(The SupremeSpirit) and Motherhood(Nature)who
arereferredin different waysandin different names
throughouttheuniverseln ordertobeaperfecthhuman,
we mustpay our attentionto our ParentsThen,work
for thewholeUniverseunderTheirguidancelf wecan
establisha strongrelationshipbetweenour selvesand
our Parentsthentherew o naéiseany clashesamong
other relationships.This documentemphasiseshe
needof righteousnesandpurity whichcanbeachieved
throughUniversalMoral Education..which is NEED
OFTHE HOUR.

Tomorrow looks good, but why d o méntake it better?

Whenever falsehood raises head, Truth comes
anddrivesit out. Sincefalsehoodhasgot multi-arms,
Truth too usesdifferentarmsto fight with the evil in
a betterway. SometimedPatiencestandsasa weapon,
sometimedlon-violencestandsasaweaponsometimes
Mercy standsasa weaponsometimed.ove standsasa
weapon,in extremelyworst situationsViolence itself
standsasa weapon.Till humanslive, therewould be
evil ...alwaystrying to collapsethemin all the ways
possible.A barehumancan not know aboutthe evil
effectsof the evil andthe way out. Sooncein awhile,
the Truth Itself comesfor the rescuedrivesawaythe
evil andalsogivestheright medicinefor the children.
Wehumangakethe medicineandthrowthemoutwell
beforethefull recoveryandcry againwith pain.A true
humanshould preservethem forever and shouldsee
thatall his fellow beingshaveit readywith them.Here
comegshetermé E d u c -aGivingamatérialandnon
material knowledgeto the bare humanswho do not
know anythingaboutthe way of living. The matured
humansare supposedo give it in a properwayin a

12
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commonplace Herecomeghetermd S ¢ hAopersod .
who is matured,balancedand righteousis requested
to give the knowledgein a systemationmannerand is
paid by the societyfor his services.Here comesthe
term6 T e a Ybacamndi assurahatall thosewho get
propereducatiorwould goin theright way. Somemay
choosavrongways;i tuts themandtheir destinyto
perishthemselve®ncefor all. But,i todérsluty to try
our bestin educatinghe younggeneratioraboutthe
reality, sothatafew canbesaved..atleast.

Thisis anall-time requirement...

13



Thus Spake India

Wh a hapeninghow?

ople got accustomedto tolerate and accept
F)i;justice.So,theymaythink thatmattersdiscussed
hereare unwantedexaggeratethings.| tnotso. My
ideais notto list thesinsof theworld, butto remindthe
possiblesolutionwhich hadbeentold by manyin the
pastWhatwouldyoudoif thesethingshapperin your
family? MahatmaGandhisaysi T acceptand forgive
injusticeisc o wa r Abkyouesélf:i Alrac owar d? 0

What teachers do for the students?
fi Agirl studyingin 6th Std.,wassexuallyabusedy
at eacher. o

i | Delhi, the flying squadof CBSCthreatenedhe
studentgo give Rs.700/. Thosewho gavewereenabled
to copy.Otherswerethreatene@d g ai n. 0

i T Herglish secondpaperof SSLCExaminations
wasout beforeexaminationslt wasfoundthat,it was
donebyaschoolt eacher . 0O

For all these6 s e r theyavard éxtra salary. So,
they demandtheir rightsin 6 t figkt wa y through
strikes.

Now, letusseethes t u dside.t s 6

fi Aseniormedicalstudentcut the body of a junior
studenintopi eces 0.

fi Acollegegirl waseveteasedy malestudentsShe
died. o

fi Aschoolboyrapedandkilled aschoolgi r | . 0

14
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Fromaveryyoungage theyaregivenextraordinary
works (In Govt. schools,i tqdit contrary no work
at all). Whenthey go for a changemostly it happens
to be T.V. But whatthey seedo not give thema break,
rathertheybreakthem.Theyarebeyondtheirgrasping
capacity. The whole family seethem ignorantly and
wide open their minds to enableevil thoughtsto
makea free entry. As the studentgrowsup, hetriesto
put -whateverhe learnt into practice.He startswith
showingdisrespecto the teachersHe smokeschews
pan,andevengo to somewrong places.No needfor
anyfear.Becausey E d u c readtaughthiih howto do
sinscarefully.

What aboutthe other studentsvhodonoté pl ay 6
thesethings?Well. Theytoo try to put -whateverthey
learnt into practice butin adifferentway. Whenthey
get someGOVT. job- they get extrathings from the
publicfortheirserviceghonesservantareforcedtoget
extrathingsfor thed s e r nequicedbythe6 st r onger 6
sectionof the public. Otherwisethey mayhaveto lose
eventheirlives). Oncein awhile, theystrengtherheir
rightsin 6 t tght wa y throughstrikes. A part of
other6 ¢ a p studénesaho do not geta GOVT. job
go for a Privatejob or start somebusinessBut they
succeedanly whentheyareableto play administrative
politics properlyor to adjustthemselveso the politics
of otherpeople.Another part of capablepersons fly
to someothercountry.Remainingoersons’™ theyare
reallytough,t h ebedindculprits.If theyaretender,
theyshouldgoinsaneor commitsuicide.

What the GOV/T. abes for the students?

Well. Theydo alot. Herel couldtell only onething
dueto shortageof time.

15



Thus Spake India

Theygivemanythingstothestudentsaitd f ofeest 6
(whichmeansatthecostof generapublic) andinclude
theirowno h i sirt tlee supjéctmaterial.

What the elders and parents ao?

Oneday| metan AmericanProfessoiat my work
place; the discussionrevolved around personality
developmentand | askedhim casuallyasto what he
thinksaboutGod.Helookedattheroof blankly asif he
werelisteningatermfor thefirst timein hislife andsaid
i We 1dlo. rkriowl..Id o rkriptvwhattosay...lh a d n 6 t
thoughtaboutG o d Sowehavetimeto doeverything
exceptto havea feeling for The Universal Soul Who
createdus and all the things we are worrying about.

And wetrainour childrenalsoin thesamemanner.

The eldersreaddailies,magazinesyatch T.V. and
vomit loudly whatever they swallowed. For them,
talking aboutthen a t iweakn@sseanddisordersis
patriotism.Someremainunattachedtb theouterworld.
For them, keepingsilenceis patriotism.Most of them
arevery much carelessn the subject,which deserves
utmostcare.Most of the peopledo not bothermuch
for the presentcondition and the frightening future.
And the very few who reallywantto changehis trend
aretrying to bendthe trees- not the youngerones.
They want to punish or changeonly the important
agedpersonalitiesTheyd o rca@re@muchfor theyoung
peoplewho goin wrong path.Theycaremuchfor the
problemsin the bogies- not in the engine (Problems
in the Bogies- bribery,egotismandothercorruption.
Problemsn theEngine- thelackof trueeducation).

What about the presertt aay edlication?

The present pattern of education packs the

s t u dmimdwithsl00%materialknowledge Divine
knowledgeor the Truth is ignored. So, the societyis

16
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highly poisoned.False prestige,wrong actions, and
unnecessargustomsand habits are increasing.The
westerncultureis blindly followed by the youth. Our
own good customsand traditions are losing their
uniquenessSo,it would beright to saythatwe arestill
slavessincewe do not appreciateandfollow our own
goodcustomandtraditions(Herel d o isayabouthe
wrongtraditions).In thenameof Modernizationgven
thegoodtraditionsarewashecdut. Themainreasoris
multimediain generalTV, Internet,PicturesPosters,
Magazines and other media). Multimedia people
give bad information more - to the extentpoisonous
enoughto spoil the characterof young people.They
sayfi Weoo wantto makemoney.So, we give some
filtthy information. Thosewho do not wantsuchthings
canomitt h e heskthem.fi T a&bewl. Add four
ouncesf milk. Add anounceof poison.Nowé o ntliet
poisonanddrink 6 o rthem ® | ltariaybepossiblefor
swans- not for humanbeings,who oftentendto lose
their will powerto the muchstrongerinner andouter
environment.

The terrorists use wrong educationas a tool to
attractor grabtheinnocentyoungstersandtrain them
to spoilthepeaceof others Theyaretaughtratherbrain
washedthat certain peoplebelongingto someother
nation, religion or sectare their enemiesand term
their cowardiceviolence as6 w aff r e e Theyar .
constantlyeducatedo beindifferenttowardsheworld.
Thus,theteachingf the narrowmindedpersonsadd
fuel to all theviolencein andoutthenation.

| wrote this in the earlier 1998 taking the Indian
scenarionto accountBut, | believetheabovesituations
remainthe sameeverywhereandmayworsenin future
unlesswe do somethingpracticallyandpositively.

17
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Why we needmoraleducation?

II' know thatsomethings wrong somewhereThe

root causefor all manmadeproblems- bomb
blastssexuabbusegolitical problemsandotherforms
of disorder- is thatpeopleareignorant.The Sanathana
Dharmais not taughtto themin theright senseandin
therightmannerFromtheverybeginningoftheirlives,
theyaretaughthowto earnmoremoneymoreawards,
more comfort and more pleasuresThe real Precious
thingsareignored Firstof allwhatiseducation®cience,
Maths History...Computersl.anguages.no,notatall.
SriSriParamahanséoganandéan his Autobiographyof
aYogisaysi T healloverof Vidhya (Education)s one
who seeksTheTruth. All elseis Avidhya- only relative
knowl edge. 0

Thenwhatis The Truth?We ordinarypeoplec a n 6 t
describeit. The scripturessay that the one which
remainseternallyis the only truth. The scripturesalso
solve the mystery; they say that the one which exist
eternallybeyondall differencesof time and spaceis
Atman (Self). Yoganandasaysthat this Truth should
be REALISED - just readingor hearingthe Truth is
not enough.So our schoolsshouldalsotry to give,
in additionto the usualeducationof materiality, the
educatiorof the Selfi the educatiorthatleadsto the
Self.

In our schoolsthereare a few periodsfor Moral
InstructionsButin practice theyareutilized for some
othersubjectsThustherealeducationTheTrueLamp
- isbeingneglectecndwearesufferingin thisdarkness

18
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without The Lamp. The pathis clearly shownin our
ancientreasuresve haveto sortthemandgivethemto
theyoungpeoplein the way they canUNDERSTAND
andFOLLOW.

Sri Paramahanséoganandan his Divine Romance
saysfi The principlesof right behavior,andthe whys
of right conductshouldbe taughtin the home,in the
schoolsandin Sundayschoolstoguidec h i | lilese n 6 s
from the very beginning.Our saintsin India saythat
childrenshouldbe startedon the pathof religion, the
pathof yoga,fromtheageof three becaus@abitsbegin
toformt hen o .

T h awhéateducationis meantfor andt h avhyd s
schoolsare organizedito enablethe youngeronesto
get adjustedto the much varying outer environment
andto leada peacefulhappy,andcontentife. A Enj oy
everything,desiren o t h i tinegeare the words of
Yoganandao all, which shouldbetaughtto thekidsin
theright sense.

Her citizensfix thefateof acountry. Theirconduct
andbehaviorfix the fate of the citizens.Thecharacter
determines n ednductand behavior.The behavior
andconductof onepersorvariesfrom the other.If his
characteis good hewill leadapeacefulife. Otherwise,
hewill beadropof poisonthatpoisongheentirefamily
andthe society- asa singledrop of poisonspoilsthe
entiremilk in thebowel.

Sothecharacteof eachindividualplaystherealrole.
Family, society,nation- thesearethe fictitious names
givento agroupof individuals.Eachindividual should
leadarighteoudife. It mayseemmpossiblego achieve
this.But, if wefix ourgoalhigherandputall our efforts
towardsit, we could go somewherenearto it. Higher
thegoalandefforts,bettertheresultsare.Thenonly we

19
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canseepeacecontinenceandhappinesén the nation
andin theworld. Thecharacteof everyindividualis a
partof thebasemenbnwhichd f a mdorhsydé o ¢
departments) n a tfldors,andd t vineer shalvéoom
is built. Basedon o n el@asacterthe building is either
strengthenedr weakenedlf he happensto be the
king of a country, his charactealonespeaks lot and
determineshefateof thewholecountry.lf hehappens
to bethe leaderof a powerful group, his behaviorand
characteralone may affect the entire world - either
positively or adverselyWhenwe look into the history,
we canfind that mostof the warsweredueto single
ma ndeéasionsNo one wantsWorld war Ill. We all
wantpeacecontinenceandhappinessONE FORALL
AND ALL FORONE. Thisshouldbethefundamental
morallaw.E v e r ychanaetéshouldbe built onthis
universallaw. Most of the humansstart their social
lives in schools.Whateverthey seeor perceive,they
imitatethemin future.Thisis thegeneratrend.So,for
a bettertomorrow,we shouldgive the youngpeoplea
bettertodaywith the gentlefragranceof disciplineand
love. Theyoughtto knowwhattherealprogresss, and
by whatmeanghey canachievet. We mustmakethe
youngpeoplehold their consciencdirmly. Makethem
climbup.Or atleasseethattheystayatthesameplace.
What and who can do it? True educationand True
teachers of courseT h awthydngneedspiritual,moral
educationin our schools.To help the young people
cultivategoodvirtues- to helpthebudsblossom...

20
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Sayingson Education

It is betterto beunhappyaboutyour ownignorance
thanto die happilywith it.

- SRIPARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA

Onehasto achievenot merelytechnicalefficiency
butgreatnessf spirit.
- S.RADHAKRISHNAN

Therayof devotionis not differentfrom theray of
knowledgeor Vignana. When intelligent matures,it
becomesvisdom.Whenwisdomis integratedvith life
andissuesutin action,it become®Bakthi. Knowledge
when it becomedully maturedis Bakthi. If it does
not gettransformednto Bakthi, sucha knowledgeis
uselesdinsel. To believeGnanaandBakthi, knowlede
anddevotionis differentfrom eachotherisignorance.

-RAJAGOPALACHARI

What shall | do with a mere breadwinning
education? would ratheracquirethat wisdomwhich
will illumine my heartandgettingwhichoneis satisfied
for ever.

-SRIRAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA

Let positive,strong helpfulthoughtsenterinto their
brainsfrom very childhood. Lay yourselvesopento
thesethoughts,and not to weakeningand paralysing
ones.What we want is musclesof iron and nervesof
steel.Educationis not the amountof informationthat
is putinto your brain andrunsriot there,undigested,
all your life. We musthavelife-building, manmaking,

21
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charactemaking assimilationof ideas. If you have
assimilatedfive ideasand madethem your life and
characteryou havemoreeducatiorthananymanwho
hasgotby heartawholelibrary.

- SWAMY VIVEKANANDA

| hold that true educationof the intellect canonly
come through a proper exerciseand training of the
bodily organsg.g.,hands feet,eyes,ears,nose etc.In
otherwordsanintelligentuseof the bodily organsn a
child providesthe bestandquickestway of developing
his intellect. But unlessthe developmenbf the mind
and body goeshandin handwith a corresponding
awakeningof the soul, the former alonewould prove
to be a poor lopsided affair. By spiritual training |
meaneducationof the heart.A properandall-round
developmentof the mind, therefore,can take place
only whenit proceedgari passuwith the education
of the physical and spiritual faculties of the child.
Theyconstituteanindivisible whole.Accordingto this
theory,thereforejt would beagrossfallacyto suppose
thattheycanbedevelopegiecemeabr independently
of oneanother.

-MAHATMA GANDHUJI

22



Thus Spake India

A wordto thePrimarySchools

abitsandthe characteistartto developfrom the
H age of three. This is the saying of Yogananda,
the well known world Master.You arein the similar
field of teachingthe childrenin andaroundthe ageof
three.l would like to makeapointthatyou needto do
somethingmoreto developthe characteof the young
children. Right now you teachnumbers,vocabulary,
body movements relations, family and some basic
discipline. But these things are not enough. The
characterof the child still remainsuntouched What
we meanby characteris selfdiscipline,selfconfidence
and selfesteem.The characterof a child or of a
personof any agegroup canbe moldedonly through
spiritualeducationThisis aprovenfactin all countries
especiallyin India. T h awh@ sur ancestorgaveso
muchimportanceo spiritualeducation.

Our ancestorstartedto teachthe youngchildren
yoga, meditationand devotionalongwith otherbasic
teachingdor survival. So,intelligentstudentemerged
andgaveexcellentcontributionin termsof knowledge
to theworld in all fields whenhumancivilization was
yet to beginin someotherpartsof theworld. That 6s
why India hadbeena victim to the materialmonsters
who kept on attackingher for her wealth. But they
could take only her wealthwhich wasvisible to their
grosseyeslf theintrudersstolethe spiritualwealth of
India and capitalisedthe samein their personalives,
then India would havebeenhappyfor their6 st eel i ng6
But, theytried to destroytherealwealthof India. It can

23
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neverhapperanywayEvenafterindependenceyeare
not usingour true wealthin the right senseNo social

institution prefersto talk aboutspirituality openly as
we arein aSECULARSTATE. (Exceptsomereligious

groups who give revelations,money and materials
throughi n v aidfleenceaddclaimchangefreligion

in return;i tpdliscs, not spirituality.) Secularisnmay

meanthe presencef manyreligions.But it doesnot

meanunderplayinghevaluesof the majority people.

Schoolsarethereto shapahecharacteof theyoung
people.But now, educationhad becomethe number
one businessn India. Besidesmaking money, most
of the big schoolsare doing autocracyin the nameof
education.Actually, they are producingmaterialistic,
weakminded,egoistic,time servingpeople.How can
thesebusinessautocratsteach the young ones self
disciplineanddevotion- withouttherudimentsof true
spirituality?How cantheybring ageneratiorof moral
strength?

We give the pre-primary educationon the basis
of findings made by western people like Madam
Montessoriwherethe spiritual educationis missing.
They only care about the external life. We have a
patternof our own values.So,why d o rwérecognize
our own strengthand give it to the new generation?
As an Indian, | naturally feel that we needto teach
youngpeopleaboutthe existenceof God,the purpose
of humanlife andthe needand strengthof morality.
The studentmay be a Hindu, Christian,Muslim or of
anyreligion. Their parentsmay or may not give them
the right educatiorof their spiritual values But asthe
educationalistsn pre- primary education,you need
to botheraboutthis. The training institutionsneedto
train the teachergo teachthe young studentsof the
similarity of the soul beyondthe boundarief color,
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creedregionsandreligions. Theyneedto teachmorals
of life from childhood. This would definitely bring a
brighter (and more peaceful)india. You hold a great
opportunityandresponsibilityof makingagreatindia -
by makinggreatindianswhoaregreatnotonlyin their
thoughtsand actionsbut alsoin their understanding
abouttheir beingasthe boundlesspirit. | believethe
higherauthoritiegn thisfield would considethis plea.
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Needof thehour

(Theultimatesolution)

Bringing moral education in schools:

The sayingthat fi h @pensa school closesmany
pr i swilnkedmetrue only when he gives the
moral educationin his school.Now a days,wed o n 6t
seesuchschoolsatall or theyareverylessin numbers.
T o d asghdd, in generalterms, teach everything
exceptmorality, thus opensup many more prisonsin
the world. The prison, herenot only meansthe solid
jails built with bricksandiron butalsomeanghe6 s-e | f
p r i shoilmsthbcheapemotionsandselfishnarrow
mind.

Giving quality moral education,establishingdeal
schools- 6 Hotw live s ¢ h oas BrisRaramahansa
Yoganandajimentionsit, is the needof the hour. We
alsoneedto give and ensureproperenvironmentfor
theseschools.

In schools, we should dedicate a considerable
amountof our efforts towardsmoral education- the
realeducation.

A separatesubjectnamely 6 Mo reallu c adri on 6
0 T reeau ¢ ashouldbainfroducedn all theschools
rightfrom Standard to atleastStandard. Thesubject
should have both theoretical aspectsand practical
aspects.Moral Examinationsshould be conducted
separatelyand periodically with different pattern,
whereinthe characteiof the students tested- not his
intelligenceor knowledge Specialcareandcounseling
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haveto be givenfor thosewho areweakin the moral
educationSomemay arguethatthis sort of education
will nothaveimpactonall children.But, for the sakeof
few,wec a igiioteall. Thesocietyhasthedutyto give
theright educatiorto all; thechildrenhavetherightsto
learnthebestfrom theirancestordmplementinghese
pointsw 0 nbéeasy;buti i tnotsnimpossibletask.
Thisrequiresanddeservesur sincereefforts.

Thesubjectshouldbedesignedn suchawaythatit
teachestudentghe standardpoints of Indian culture
(asgivenunderd T ebgiousc u | tinuPare3pwith
thenotionof escalatinghe eyesof wisdomandlove.

Of all thefactorsthatinfluencethec h i | ochorad, n 6 s
mental and physical growth 1 the parentstake the
| i cshaéesBut the problemis 90% (or evenmore)
of the parentsare not leadingharmonioudife. They
themselvesneed education on moral, mental and
physicalwellbeing.So,theyarenotin apositionto give
idealatmosphereotheirchildren. Thesocietyknowsof
this shortcomingT h awthyitsgivesthis responsibility
to schoolsi like our ancestorgjaveit to Guru Kulas.
The Mastersin Guru Kulas had been versatile and
dynamic with all strengthswith the foundationon
morality. But teacher®f todayarestrongin all subjects
exceptingmoral strength.Thereis no wrongin being
rich materiallyi butwe alsoneedto berich morallyto
ensuréghesameo thechildren.

T o d a&gubaiorrequiresacompleteupheaval a
structuralchangewith a strongfoundationof moral
strength Developingphysical,intellectualand artistic
skills would not promise us happinessand peace.
Morality is more importantthan selfconfidenceand
other strengths Moral well beingis more important
thananyotherperspectivef well being.

27



Thus Spake India

Schoolsandthe rulers neednot toil too much for
achievingthis. If they feel that, they ¢ a raffotd to
createanewsubjectfor moraleducationthentheymay
usethe languagesubjectfor this purpose All schools
todayi whateverbe the syllabusthey adopt -CBSE,
Matriculation, the governmentsyllabusor any other
syllabusi mustteachoneor morelanguage(s)in the
languagesubjectthe moral and spiritual contentscan
be included. It will be of muchusefulto havesome
basic common practical lessonslike pranayamaand
basicyogain thelanguagesubjectThelanguagesubject
canbemadeasthe moral subjectAll statesacrosghe
nation and all nationsaroundthe world teachsome
languageto teachall other subjectsLet the teaching
of the languagebe rich in its moral and spiritual
contents Obviously,the studentsare expectedo pass
in thelanguagesubjectalsoto getpromotedo thenext
standardThis way moraleducatiorcanbe givento all
studentsemphatically.

We ¢ a rsay that thereis no moral and spiritual
contentin t o d &duéation.Thereis. But, it is so
meagetrthatit barelyhasanyimpacton the students.
The moral and spiritual contentsareto be reasonably
greateri both quantitativelyand qualitatively. If this
canbedone thenwe canlook for amorepeacefuand
happiemworld.

The effect of moral eaucation:

Theideais everyoneshouldbe given a fair chance
tofind o n érd@edentity/soulidentity. Whetherhe/she
makesuseof it or not,i tupte that personandGod.
Parentsd o méedto fear that their children would
becomesagesif they aregiventhis sortof education.
Thisistostrengthemhepersonalife of everyindividual,
ultimatelyhis/herfamily life andsociallife will alsoget
strengthenedWhateverbe their positionin future, it
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will be somethingfull of peacegcontinenceandinner

happinessThisiswhatyouwantfor yourchildren,i s n 6t
it?

A word to the media pegple:

While we try to bring the ideal education,care
mustalsobe takento restrictwrong educationHere,
different blends of multimedia have a co-operative
role to play. Multimedia is closely relatedto young
people.Youngpeoplelike visualsvery muchandwish
to imitatethem.A youngboy Mohandadaramchand
Gandhi6watchedthe story of RajaHarichandra(an
embodimentof truth) visually, and becameanother
Harichandraof his lifetime. Another guy of the later
20th century,watchedsomehorror movie and killed
hisownfamily membersSeehowintenselymoviesand
otherentertainmenmediaaffectthe lives of theyoung
people.

You characterizean ideal hero with the following
featuresHewill beerotic;hewill behavingagirl friend
(sometimesmorethanone!); he will facehis enemies
with his fist or pistol. The poor childrentry to follow
thesethingsin future. Dogstoo havegirl friends;they
too fight with eachother(but theyarefaithful to their
bossanyway!).

Thereal herois the onewho payslessattentionto
alltheemotionsandthrowsall his effortsin controlling
the inner and outer forcesthat standin his way. His
weaponsareselfdiscipline, ConfidenceandFortitude.
Any body canblow o n déasito pieceswith the help
of weaponandmusclesBut howmanycandrive away
the evil by inborn fortitude and patiences this not
somethingvonderfulto acquire?

You neednot toil for the upliftment of the human
race.All you needto do is not to spreadvulgarity
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andcheapromancelf possibletell the youngpeople
thatlife is somethingmorethanflesh (sex)andpaper
(money). If you keep telling the people about the
purposeof humarnlife, theneedof universalwell being,
the needof preservatiorof natureandaboutthe ideal
family valuesyouarechanginghetimes.Whenyoudo
this for everyoneyouwill be givenalot more- notin

termsof fleshandpaperbutin termsof things,which
aremoreprecioughanthat.

Thus,theeducationainstitutionsandthemediaare
thetwo mainkey playersin teachingdealmoralvalues
to thesociety.
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ThePrerequisites

Right Material :

Moral valuesshould be taught by telling stories,
showingthe lives of the greatsoulsin the form of
visuals,and by providing the studentsenoughscope
for developingtheir own characterWhile doing so,
care must be taken not to give filth or unnecessary
knowledgewith the coverof 6 Mo Ed i c a®nlyo n 6 .
those who have versatile knowledgein our ancient
treasuresndins t u dpsychiolégscandothisjob.

Right Teachers :

Sri Paramahans#oganandasays,i S p i triths u a |
cannotbe efficiently taught by one who has merely
committedscripturatextsomemoryTherealscriptural
teachemust haveexperiencedand understoodruth
beforehecansuccessfullyransmitit to othersTothose
in whoseeyessuccesss synonymouswvith afollowing,
it may seemodd thatreally greatteachersvould have
butafews t u d e Hhetsaysthattrue seekershould
goto theright teacherThetrueteachemw o nding for
anumberof studentgo follow him. So,it is clearthat
wec a bringtrueteachersasin Yo gan atarchg j i 6s
to all schools.But, we canfind peoplewho are quite
willing andcapabldoteachthetruet e a ctbaehings6
to theyoungpeople.

The requirements of the teacher:

Apartfromtheeducationalequirementgheteacher
of moral educationshould take an oath to produce
morally qualified students The mostimportantthing

31



Thus Spake India

is that the teachershould have a naturalinclination
towardsproducingdisciplinedhumansso asto bring

a prosperousand peaceful nation. Aged people,
volunteerdrom serviceorganizationganbeemployed

in this job 7 of course,after right examination.| t 0 s
not goingto be easyanyway. Theyshouldknow their
responsibility. The responsibilityof a moral teachelis
morethanthe responsibilityof the prime minister of
thenation.Theyarein thededicatecindprivilegedjob

of producinghumanswith character.

Right Medium:

It is betterto givethelessonsn thefirst languageof
thelocality. Caremustbetakento checkthecorrectness
of thetranslatiorandadditions f any.

Right Exercises .

The merereadingof the philosophyor religion is
asbadasnot knowingit, if oned o e puttheaminto
practice.To getfine physiqueone mustpracticesome
exercisesMere readingof the exercisesn a bookwill
not give one good physique.Similarly to get healthy
mind, studentsmustbe givensomepracticalexercises.
Yoga, meditationand Bhajansare to be taughtto all
students.
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PartB
Thelnvincible Mother

~ a very few countrieskeepup the balance
n their natural resources. Nearly thirty
Countriesarein a greatdangerof losing this natural
balancelndiais oneamongt h e im héardthis news
in radioafewyearsback(in theearlierl 9906 s ) .

Nat ureé

Cleanwater, broad sea,sweetand tenderbreeze,
blue sky, greenland, pure heartsand mu ¢ hnéuch
more.We cansayit is - thingsin their original form
I not affectedby any pollution. | would sayPurity is
anothemamefor Nature.lt is the subtlething, which
canneitherbecreatedhor bedestroyedy weordinary
peopleandthesourcecourseandendof whichremain
a mysteryfor we ordinary people.Thosewho believe
God say,fi H s the Sourceof all things. He created
nature,preservesature,and at times destroysit at
His Will. He is the Only Sourcewho cananswersuch
g u e s t Whemysudaskthe other peoplethe same
guestiontheysimplysayfi | natuei t h at & © .

Herel amnot goingto scrutinizethetermé nat ur e 6 .
But | havegot somethingo sayfor the sakeof nature.

Natureis our Mother. Our Mother is so patientand
loving. But, wearenot so.
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ThePresentondition

hereeverwes e epéllution, pollution. For our

ownimprovementwe areharassingur Mother
andHer children.In the namesof Scientific Research,
Defensive measures,Economic development, and
ModernApproachwearesilentlykilling our Mother.

Right from the surfaceto the sky, everythingis
polluted and exploited.We pollute air in manyways.
Therec a beanyscaleto measuret.

Americarefusedo signin thetreatythatemphasised
thecontrolof carbonpollution. It is Americathatadds
morecarbonin theair. Thegovernmenteasonghatit
earngonsiderablincomethroughthecarboremitting
industries So,it is notreadyto loseincomefor thesake
of nature Let usall earnlots of papersandburnthem
all andourselvesn thefire of naturalcalamities.

Wateris also polluted. It is a rare occasionnow a
days,to seewaterin i tofginal color andtaste.lt is
given various colors accordingto our own tastesi
black,brown,redandsomeunnamableolors.We can
seealmostin all placessomestinking, sticky matter
floating on the surface- particularly in developing
nations.We pollute water and againpollute it in the
nameof purification. We add chemicalsand gaseso
waterandgiveadifferenttasteandcolortoit. Isthisnot
somethingartificial? Is this not pollution?

Today Agriculture too is highly poisoned.

Agriculture is supposedto be a natural profession
that balanceghe natureandalsothe lives of millions
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of peoplewho dependon it. But, now agricultureis
highly mechanizedn the nameof modernization It
resultsin disharmonyin the naturalsourcesand also
in the lives of millions of people.Now, people got
accustomedo use antinaturalitems in agriculture.
The very reasonfor t o d aned@oymentproblem
is that agriculturalpeoplechangetheir occupationto
someotherbusinessAnd the peopledoingagriculture
arelooking for extrafertilizers, extrapesticidesextra
mechanisms,extra modern equipments and less
manpowerTheydonotbotheraboutthelivesof others
andthelife of the nature.Knowingly or unknowingly
theyareharassinghenature So,it is afactthati now
agriculturehascomeunderthelist of occupationghat
pollutethenaturel tashameo saythis.A studymade
by the Departmentof Oceanicand Water Resources
, Anna University, Chennaiconfirmsthis. The use of
fertilizersé inp ar t i Phodplzateé poisonghe
groundwater.Soil is alsopolluted.If this continuesthe
future generatiorwill haveto meetamajorsetbackin
theusageof waterandothernaturalresources.

In agriculture it takestime to seethereal resultsof
usinganti-naturalitems.Very often, it is detrimentato
themankindandit is alwaysdetrimentato the nature.

So, we have better avoid fertilizersandp e st i ci des é
at leastlet us minimize their usage All Agriculturists

should use Agriculture as a balancing defensive
measurebetween highly poisoned giant industries
andthetroublednature.Pleased o rpdt it within the

limited boundariesof ordinary businessedt is more
thanabusiness.

i A AmericanOrganisatiorreservedandsin the

mo o Mhiswasastrangenewsthatl heardafewyears
back.
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We pollutedmanycitiesandvillagesin the nameof
industrialand rural growth. Now, we are planningto
polluteMarsandtheMoon.Wearein aconstansearch
of pureplacesandmakingeveryeffort to pollutethem.
Well...
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ThePowerof our Mother

e tséetheNaturefrom anotherside.Everymoving
Lobject is supposedo havelife current.Evennon
moving objectsdo havelife current.But, they cannot
showit themselvesSomeonehasto work outandsesit.
Natureistheé Ma mnmovihgOb | & dvtoGghalk r
movingo b j ewhd skotvsHer strengthoccasionally
atHerWill. Seethepowerandspeedfwhirling winds,
the roaring oceans,the nonstop thunders,blazing
volcanoesthefalling stonesvhich could makeholein
Jupiterto the size of an earth,the enormousspeedof
theplanetsstarsandthelight. To sayin simplewords,
0 Not tahmatchthe Na t uShekéepsHer own
balanceof powersto makethe environmentsuitable
for the survivalof all movingandnon-movingaobjects.
If you think deeply,you will acceptthat Naturedoes
have a self-identity - the whole cosmic intelligence
that balancesverythingfrom an atomto a comet a
self identity that is indescribablejncomparableand
all inclusive.Therearecertainpartsin our body,which
make us feel irritated, when someonewho d o e s n 6t
deserveo touchthem,doesso.It d o e sneadthose
whocannottouchthewholeof ourbody,donotdeserve
ourlove.Doesit makeanysense®Bamehinghere.The
Divine Motherof Natureloveseveryoneandatthesame
timewishego havecertainplacesundisturbed for Her
ownreasons\Weshouldleavesuchplacegquietly.

If we beatour Motherwith a joystick - i tOXKs If
it isaniron-axe?t h awth @Had@peningrow and She
is hurt. Still our Mother is patientand loving. But |

37



Thus Spake India

d o rkriotv how long sheis goingto be patient.If She
decidesto fix an end - thatis all. Any Scienceany
Defensivemeasures nothingcanstopHer. It is found
thatin the past100yearsthe temperaturef the earth
wentupby 1/2 adegreelf it goesup by 4 degreesthen
humansw o nb@ in a positionto live on the surface.
Theywill haveto dig andlive underneatlike rats.The
temperatureh a d chéngedor millions of years.| t 6 s
only in this century- the centuryof rapidandadamant
developmentgainstthe naturethat earthgot heated
upalittle.

Natureis thegreatesscientistEveryscientistearns
andfindsthingsfromtheNature Nothingisnewto Her.
We talk aboutthe greatperformanceof our scientists
whomakenucleartestslf Sheeverwills to gofor atest,
therew o rbéanyworld to havethetestingground.As
SwamyVivekanandasings,

A T e isiThpname,

Death Is in Thy breath,

And every shaking step
Destroysaworldfore 6 er . 0
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Ecofriendly life

w o redétheres h o u beahyséiantificoreconomic

growth. What| sayis they shouldgo handin hand
with nature If anyconflict arises the creditshouldgo
to our Mother, not to others- let whatevermay their
benefitsbe.

Due to pollution in the outer environment,our
innerenvironmentalsogetspollutedor the vice versa.
Our Motheris hurt lessby the externalpollution; she
is hurt moreby our internalpollution. Wewatchcheap
programsn TV andTheatersye hearto cheapmusic,
andwegofor cheappleasuredn brief, weloseourpeace
andpurity of mind in the namesf modernisatiorand
development.

Why all thesdilthy desiresletuslive ournaturalife
(Itd o e meaddt! gorihideincavesandf or est s o
whereeverwe are- we shouldlive with purity, bothin
internalandexternalenvironmentsthis is the natural
life). Let usnot hurt naturein anyway. If you arein a
situationto selectone from the two - natureabiding
wayandanti-naturalway- choosehefirst onewithout
any hesitation,evenwhen the secondone gives you
morebenefitsHurting thenatureis notour nature We
hadmadeit so,aswe all think thatit is impossibleto
live without causingany harmto Her. At least,let us
try to minimize theamountof pollution - not only for
savingthenature putalsofor savingour selves.

A word to the industrialists:
Theindustriesthat causegreatamountof pollution
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shouldconsiderthe following pointsvery seriously.1)
How canwe minimize the amountof pollution to the
minimum level that barely hasany adverseeffectson
theecology?2) Canwefind anyalternativemethodgo
thepresenpollution causingnethods? theyc o u |
find anypositiveanswerdor the abovequestionsthey
hadbetterchangeheir businessHumansdo not need
sophisticationmodernizatioror whateveithroughthe
methodghat causesignificantdisorderdn the nature.
| tbétkerto live longwith happinesn asimplehouse
ratherto diesoonin aAC roomwith all sophistications
andchaos.

Commonindividuals also have a vital role here.
Oneshouldtakearesolutionfor himselfto befriendly
with the environment.t is not a diffi cult thing. One
could checkthe following thingsin his personallife.
Thathe is not polluting the public placesthroughthe
cigarettesmokesexcessiverehiclesmokesspittingand
removalof bodily dusts.That he is not polluting his
homethroughunhygienicbehavior.Thatall the dusts
of his homego to the appropriateplaces- not to the
streetsand public areas.That he is not polluting the
waterresourcesThat he protectstreesin andaround
his locality. That heis not killing any creaturefor fun
sakeor money.

Whenyou polluteor causesomethingo pollutethe
nature pleaseemembethatyou aredoingsomething
thatdisturbsthevirtue of your Mother.Let uslove our
Motherandall Her children,andlet us showour love
throughourthoughtsandactions.

The administratorgoo havetheir role in keeping
theenvironmensafe. Theyneedto protectthe natural
sourcesindshouldtakestrictactionsagainsthosewho
disturbthen a t Upalama@.s
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Conclusion

r every action, there is an equal and opposite
F(r)eaction Everyoneknowsthis law objectively,but
only afewsesit subjectively perhapsn theareawhere
the practicalsignificanceof this law is more accurate
andintense.

Haveyoueverthoughtwhywearefacingharassment
in one way or the other?Becausewe had harassed
someoneWe had done somethingwhich shouldnot
havebeendone- now cultivating the consequences.
Thetrue educationemphasisethe purity of inner self
andthe purity of externalenvironmentand educates
one,of thethingsf thed o namdbf thethingsfi n o t
bed o n Bubwe canseetheresult(actuallytherewill
beno6br ¢akMugd,el 6 betatbt@e®bi ngo
resultassuch,but that itself is a much betterresult!)
only in someotherdecadeor century,sincethe whole
processasto gothroughseverabrocessesgradually
one after one.What to do till then?Shall we haveto
sufferall the effectsof our pastactions?0f courseyes.
But we canminimiseit by doingthingsii tbed o n e 0 .
Whatarethethingsfi tbed o n &h&yarethethings
listed in the introduction...helpingpoor boys, hungry
kitten, orphans...etc.

We all are after love, happinessand peace.We
all are in searchof the three above- knowingly or
unknowingly. Thosewho realisethat they are within
themselves,succeed;others suffer. Material things
are required, no doubt. But, they alone ¢ a rgbe
love, happinessor peace,unlesswe have the right
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potentiality within ourselvesto usethem. Acquiring

thatpotentiality- steppingowardshoseinnerbeauties
istherealprogressAll elseis like runningonthefields

-itd o e mattérhowfar werun or howlongwerun.

We haveto climb up - vertically, thatis progress.

D o nfastenyourselfwithin thelimited boundaries
of youregodrivenindividuality. Think yourselfbigger...
much bigger. No one is orphanin this world. Only
thosewho think aboutthemselvesire orphansThink
abouteveryoneand everythingand enlargethe span
of your family. Chooseyour way asguidedby a True
Guru (who know the destination) Stick to it till your
lastbreath.

We are the dearestchildren of the Divine. The
UnchangeableTruth is our Father. The Invincible
Nature is our Mother. All the creations- are our
brothers.Meeting Him is the goal; We havea path;
we aregiventhe vehicle.Let usride awaythe limiting
distancewith the helpof atrue Guru (theonewhollies
justinsideeveryoneof us)...

Thisisthetargetto beachievedThisis thetoughest
thingto achievefor some- evento start.Butthisis the
truth anywayEveryonehasto knowthisonedayor the
other.Letusstart,right now!
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THUS SPAKE INDIA

s

Foreword

ight from my childhood, | have beenreceiving
Rstrangeremarksaboutmy n at ihistond Iswas
hearingcritics aboutl n d commumnity system,rigid
culture and religious principles. My conscienceold
me that they werenot true. | tried to find the reality
behindall these| wantedto give a true pictureto all
thosewho are misinterpreted! startedwriting about
India from homethroughthe spiritual backgroundof
anormalhuman.lt took severalyearsfor meto givea
shapeo thiswork. Eachchapteiis adifferentsubjecty
itself; I amgiving only a glimpseof it. | amgiving the
understandingf thereligion, culture,communityand
otherpracticalphilosophiesasalaymanwho knowsa
little aboutthe vitality of the nation. First | namedit
0L ayVsdNat itheml @hangedt to 6 AWa rAad
finally, 6 T hSpakel n ddveatdokall othertitles. It
alsohappengo bethetitle of this book.
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Community

ince becaus¢hatbloodis in samecolour,| cannot
gaythat me and Lord Buddhaarethe sameor that
you andJesu<Christarethe same As soul,we arethe
samen nature;still wediffer in our realization.Thisis
wherecommunitycomesnto picture. Theclassification
of communitiesdoesnot ariseon the basisof birth. It
comeson the basisof the threementaltraits one has
and on the actionsone performson the influence of
thesementaltraits.Ma ncdramunityis determinedas
to howfar theyvaluetheinterestof otherpeople:how
theyperformtheir actionson the basisof their mental
traits.

Gunas(mentaltraits) arethree. Thamasic Rajasik
andSathwik.

The Thamasikmanis botheredonly abouthimself.
He always thinks about satisfying his own bodily
requirementdded o e bathérto hurtothersjf it can
give happinessn his restrictedterms.In due course,
his condition becomesniserable Actually he himself
pushedim downto thislevel- in otherwords,hedoes
not know how to win the circumstancesThe Rajasik
mantoo is botheredabouthimself.But notin termsof
sensuapleasureslonebutin termsof statusprestige
and social honor. He is conscientioussohed o e s n 6 t
comeforwardto hurt others- generallyHe is unselfish
in certainmatters He alwayshasa heartfor his nation
andfor the peoplewho aredirectly relatedto him. He
saysfi to notwantto haveenemiesut| w o nigave
if I haveo n éHeismerciful attimes.The Satwikman
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is thegemof personsHe possessatiegemvirtues.He
givesmoreimportancdo othersandis preparedo lose
anythingfor the bettermenbf others.He is pureand
loving. Heisunselfishandfindsjoyino t h leappméss.
Heis graceful Forhim all aregood.Hetackleghebitter
emotionswith kindnessandfortitude.

Thesearethethreegunaghateveryonehas Butthe
degreeof theinfluenceof thesegunasis not the same.
In one Thamasds predominantjn the otherRajas,yet
anotheris greatlyinfluencedby Satwik guna.Sofour
communitiesemergedbasedon thesegunas.Sudhra
(Thamasik), Vaisya (ThamasRajasik), Kshatriya
(RajasSatwik),BrahmangSatwik).

TheSudhraslotheworkofservantsTheVaisyasake
careof manageriahndtradeactivities. TheKshathriyas
takecareof nationalinterestsTheBrahmanasvork for
themoralwelfareof all.

If apersoncomedaunderbrahmanikcommunitybut
fails to servethe mentaltraits of an ideal brahmana,
thenheis nomoreabrahmanaln recordshemaybea
brahmanain reality heis not so.If theonewho comes
underasudhracommunitylovesall andremainsclean
in mind, thenheis very muchabrahmana.

Thereisnorulethatthesecommunitiesarerigid and
fixed. Thebeautyis anyone pasedon his performance
andthe way he seeshis fellow beings,canchangehis
community. Parasuramahougha brahminby birth,
becameawarrior. Janakathougha Kshatriyaby birth,
lived a saintlylife. Ravi Doss,thougha Sudraby birth
wasaspiritualmasteffor thequeerMeeraBai, whowas
a Kshaktriyaby her life style. So,thereis freedomin
choosing n éféstyleandoccupation it isnotbased
ono n &idls It isapity thattheconcepbf community
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is misunderstoodby many and remainsa causefor
violenceandmisery.

Asarule onemuststriveto goupin thecommunity
ladder.Thisis why communitiesareprescribed justto
checkour own self realisation Graduallytheseclasses
aremadedogmaticprinciplesbasedon o n éiétts In
reality, it is not so. Thosewho areendowedwith good
virtues must pull their fellow beingsto the higher
community.Of all the threegunas,Sathwikis saidto
beidealfor perfectionButit is nottheend.Theendis
emptyingall gunasgoingbeyondgunas.
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Cultureandtraditions

nimals do not have commonlaws. The mighty

makesup everything,othersstarve.In the ages,
when humanswere influenced by animal instincts
and actedupon their own desires,n their own way,
certaincodeof behaviorwasneededor the welfareof
all. This codeof conductwasframedby the matured
personalitiesover thousandsof years.They saw the
humanilife asawholeandprescribedomerulesfor the
bettermenaindperfectionof thelayman Humanshave
thetendencyto form a groupwho follow similar laws
and havesimilar lifestyleswhich we call society. This
codeof conductwasdiffusedinto somanycustomsand
traditionsthatit hasbecomeapartof ourlife. Theyare
the laws enactedthrough customs- not throughthe
legislaturesTheindividualswho prefercertainculture
comeundercertaincultureboundsociety.

ThepivotpointofourcultureisGod.Ourrichtemple
traditionsarethe standingexamplego this fact. Right
fromthedayof thenamingceremonyNamaKaranam)
thepersormeetsomanyritualsthatinvite Godintothe
occassionT hefirst dayof takingfood (Annaprasnam),
the day of starting education(Aksharabyasam)the
first day of enteringa new house(Grahapravesam),
marriagesanniversarieandmanyotherfunctionsare
celebratedvith t h @ 10 e s ef GodeTdie socialand
religiousfestivalslike Pongal DeepavaliChathurthies
and so on are celebratedo thank God. The faithful
celebrationof thesefestivalsbringslife to the culture.
Here everythingis performedin the nameof God -
let it be making of money, wisdom basedpleasures,
culturalarts,family pursuitsor conjugallove, virtually
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anything. T h awh§ selationshipslast longer. As a

whole the culture divide o n difé mito four partsand

teacheshim how he/sheshouldinteractwith others.
We havefour divisions.Brahmacharyantrahastham,
VanaprastharandSanyasam.

Bramacharyamis the period during which one
earnswisdom.During this periodoneis taughthowto
leado n &fé Bowonecanearnmoneyhowto spend,
how one should behavewith the parents,teachers,
elders,womenandthe society.Most of all, this is the
periodoneis taughtof o n eltnsategoalandtheway
onecanprotectoneself.He comesto know why heis
born. As arule he mustbe virtuousandcleanduring
BramacharyamHe is taught discipline and control
oversenses.

Education- the true Knowledgeis commonto all
communityandsex.Everyonearegiventherudiments
of educationii Gi anda#t classesf childrenshould
be sentfor education.Thosewho lay obstaclego this
should be p u ni s sagsdraitibiyopanishad. But
majority of women, by nature,show interestonly in
artisticeducatiorandprefernto stayin hometolook after
thefamily andchildren.Still, thefair sexwho deserved
the true Knowledge- BrahmaVidhya, by acquiring
whichoneis saidto haveacquiredeverythingaregiven
theKnowledge To sayfor example Gargi,Maitreyi and
Awvai.

Grahasthanis the periodduringwhich he/shegets
marriedandentersinto family life. Herehe takescare
of the family andthe personsandliving beingswho
aredirectly dependenon him. He respectdis parents
and eldersand listensto their elderly adviceat times
of need.He makesarrangementfor the educationof
his children.He earndn theright way by the meansof
talentshe acquiredduring Bramacharyanandspends
it for thefamily andothers He spendsomemoneyfor
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performingreligious dutiesand somefor charity. He
alsosavescertainpercentagef hisincomefor future.

ThencomesvanaprasthanThisis theperiodwhen
he retiresfrom the occupationDuring this periodhe
leavesconjugallove andbecomes gooddivine friend
to his spouse.Now his children are grown up and
settledin life. Now they are looking after him as he
took careof his parentsHe giveshis valuableadvice
out of hisinvaluableexperienceHe clearstheir doubts
andteacheghemof the traditionsand customsto be
followed in family life. He stayswith his childrento
the pointwhentheyarefully awareof the customsand
cultureandabouttheir ultimategoal.

Thenheleaveghefamily andmovedo alonelyplace.
This is Sanyasantierehelives a cleanlife completely
sunkin the thoughtsof God. He becomesompletely
unattachedo thevariousrelationshipsHe getshimself
preparedor the nextstagen theeternallife. Theonly
relationshipthathe hasnowis God.Herehe sincerely
works for his ultimate destination At presentjt may
notbepossiblefor everyoneto deseribneselfrom the
family. Neverthelesgnecantry to withdrawthemind
from thematerialworld andfocusit towardsGod,even
whenhehappendo live in thefamily life.

Theimportantpoint to be notedhereis thatthese
life cyclesarecommonfor all classe®f peoplefor the
onewhotakesup thejob of a servantfor theonewho
doesbusinesaindgivesemploymento others for the
onewhoadministershenation,for theonewhoserves
othersthroughhis wisdomand devotion.His spouse
accompanielim from the dayshemeetsherhusband
to the end of the journey crossing Grahastham,
Vanaprasthamand SanyasamBoth share pleasures
andpain equally- helpingeachotherin all the ways.
T h avthyrsarriageplaysavital roleinal a y nligen 6 s
Their relationshipis to be basedon faith andwisdom.
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If it is basedon sensuabpleasuresit is likely to end
with bitter notes.Sothe cultureplacesplenty of rituals
andtraditionson fixing up marriagesAfter thorough
scrutiny, two sparksare identified as one to proceed
furtherin thejourneyto theflame.

T h a why sour marriages have proved to be
successfulWe can seemany couplesliving together
from the daythey metto the daytheyretire from the
world. They maintaina true friendshipbetweeneach
other. Their relationshipd o e sstohere or there
but continuestill the endof their materiallife. Ideal
couplescontinuetheirrelationshigife afterlife till they
reachtheir ultimategoal.

It is not compulsoryto everyoneto be in the
completdify stylesof the culture.Our cultureis based
on perfectionin stepby stepmannerlf oneis serious
in knowing the truth andin being perfectly perfect,
then he may leavethe life stagesof Grahasthanand
Vanaprasthamifter Brahmacharyamhe candirectly
placehimselfin Sanyasamit is not an easything to
do so - leaving all worldly pleasuredor the sakeof
perfection.Our culture wantsto treat such persons
with utmostrespect.But now a days, many persons
arewanderingn the coverof Sanyasplayingall nasty
thingsthatevena Grahastharfearsto do!

It is acceptablevhenayoungonerenouncegamily
for perfectionputit isnotfair if onerefusesorenounce
theworldly enjoymentsandtheworldly dutiesevenin
the ageof Sanyasamit is not unlawful in the eyesof
law. Butit isunfairin theeyesof our cultureandnature.
Theywill seetheresultin alongrun.

If thereis no disciplinein o n estddentlife, oneis
morelikely to loseo n el@amctein the family life. If
thereisnocharactein o n éatiy life, hecannotlead
an exemplaryrighteouslife for o n ep&decessorsf
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thereisnorighteousness o n &f& sneis morelikely
to go awayfrom the track of God - the Sourceof all
goodyvirtues.Theresultis Ashanti- lossof peaceOn
the otherhand,if onestartso n difé with discipline,
oneis morelikely to passthe otherstagesuccessfully.
Thingsthat havea goodstartaremorelikely to havea
niceend.Sowhatwe needis educatiorwith discipline.

Thebaseof our cultureis selfdiscipline.In thename
of God,it teachesighteousness everywalk of life.

fi lthiereisrighteousnesis theheart thereis beauty

in character;if thereis beautyin characterthereis
harmonyin thehome;

If thereis harmonyin thehome thereis orderin the
nation;If thereis orderin the nation,thereis peacdn
thew o r kagsBhagawarbri SathyaSaiBaba.

Now the reasonfor restlessnesand unevenness
in the nation and the world is clear. | t l&ck of
righteousnessMehaveawonderfulculture,butapoor
society.Our societyd o e $ookdnto the baseof our
Vedicculture.It is blind in following certainunsuitable
aspectsand liberal in throwing away certain suitable
aspectsThis problemis in all culturesiit is alittle bit
rigid in our culture.

We havea clear relationshipbetweensocietyand
religion. Society comeswhen a group of persons
following similar life styles live together,where as
religion is of personahature.Persondollowing same
life stylesmayfollow differentreligions.Religionis for
liberatingthe individuals. SwamyVivekanandapoints
outavital uniquefeatureof our societyandreligion.

fi | Imdia religion wasnevershackledNo manwas
ever challengedin the selectionof his Ishta Devata
(form of God),or hissector hispreceptorandreligion

grew,asit grewnowhereelse Ontheotherhand afixed
point wasnecessaryo allow this infinite variationto
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religion, andsocietywaschoserasthatpointin India.

Asaresult,societybecameigid andalmosimmovable.
Forlibertyistheonly conditionof growth.Ontheother
hand,in theWest thefield of variationwassocietyand

the constantpoint was religion. Conformity was the
wat chword. . . o

Now a days,it hasbecomea fashionto say,fi bm
not boundby anytradition, cultureor religion, | ama
freeman,aworldc i t ilfit & sa@outof perfection
andselfrealisationj twéllandgood.If it is saidjustto
breakthelawsof theculturefor amearmotivethenit is
notthefreedomputtheslaveryto theanimalinstincts.
Thosewho sincerelytrust the authenticityand baseof
ourVedicculturewill knowof its realmeaningandwill
be putin theright path.Whenonebecomesnatured
and perfect, he may not need these customsand
culture.But mostof usareimperfectin manyways.So,
it is betterto stickto our standardtultureandreligion,
which aregivenby the perfectpersonsoverthousands
andthousandf years,to protectourselvedrom the
delusioncausedniseries.

In everynation,the societypicturesalaymanbased
ontheir lifestyle andtraditions.Our societytoo havea
pictureofi tlagrsan.

Exercise selfcontrol and have right education,
marry one on moral needsratherto physicalneeds,
earn honestly,take care of the family and play your
partin mattersof socialandnationalinterestshelpand
love the environmentjry to remainunattachedkeep
in touchwith Godin everywalk of life. Thisis thelife
style of anideallaymanof India. Whenaskedi Wh a t
doyouwanttob e 2wenaygetdifferentanswergrom
thevarioussocietiesasfi Wantto behappy/fifi wantto
bei nt e | fl Wanttebert i, @hdth@ndianshould
say,fi wantto bel i b e rSachig alr civilisation,
suchis our nationandhervitality.
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Economy& Politics

The Gandhian ecoromy:

Gandhiji felt that India lives in villages.Hed i d n 0t
make this statementovernight. He studied her past
history and mythology and the 6 t h gresént; he
analyseceveryaspecbf the nationandfinally derived
this conclusionlt is right to saythatin anationwhere
morethan70 % of the peoplelive in villagesandrural
areasAnd he alsoreadaboutwesterntheologiesand
economicsBut hewasnotreadyto 6 x e thewegiern
approactior thelndianeconomyHefelt thatindiahad
a unique economybasedon her culture and vitality.
He neithercondemnedhe Capitalistsrelentlesslynor
supportedhe labourersblindly. He saidthatthe rich
shouldbe educatedo act astrusteesto take care of
the workerswho comeundertheir concern.He also
educatedmany such rich people.He supportedthe
peacenar of workersto protecttheirrights,but hedid
not supportthe strike of the workerswho did so for
political andpersonateasons.

He found out that povertyin villagesis the baseof
all communaliolence.lf peoplearegivencontinuous
employmengandstablencome theproblemof violence
will be solvedto a greatextent.He encouragesimple
productionmethodsand diversified employmentHe
d o e 8ke dbnhcentratiorof populationin aselectfew
placesHed o e snnodiragéheusingof giantmachines
replacinghugemanpower.Hed i dencduragéuying
of foreign goods.He d i dlikebthe governmentto
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supportwine shops.He stressedhatit is not enough
to havenaoblegoals;the way to reachthe goalsshould
alsobe nobleand honest.He saidthat it is betterto
loseratherto earnincomethroughunfair meansHe

gives utmostimportanceto the physical labour and
discipline.He neverwantedshedof bloodin thename
of sects religionsand otherdifferences Simple living

is the sourceof peacdn homeandin nation.Thiscan
be foundonly in villages. It is not so easyto think of

simpleandpeacefulife in cities.So,for anationwhose
bloodcirculateghroughvillages,it isimportantto give

utmostimportanceo villages.

Hestressegopulationcontrol.Hesaidfi Thea o t
betwo opinionsaboutthenecessityf birth control.But
themethodaudeddownfrom agegastis self- control
orb r a ma c Mhaghgwasawareof the vitality of
the nationandwantedto solveeveryproblemthrough
righteougneans internaldisciplineandwill. Hed i d n 6 t
seethe glory of India just in accumulatiorof material
wealth.He hadstressedheneedof moralstrengthHe
did not stop with writing philosophiesand economy.

He himself practicedself-controlandwasbusywith a
cottageindustry- weaving- all thetime. He practiced

themin everywalk of hislife. Heisafi pr acdteahi st 0
whomademanypeopleto follow hiswayof life - simple,
nonsectariarandnonviolentlife.

His ideason economyarevast.Let megive herethe
verykeypointsthathestressedh hiswork.

1. Simpleandrighteoudiving.

2. Simple methodsof productionand diversified
employment.

3. Education based on self employment and
discipline.
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4. Healthy relationship between employers and
workers.

5. Preferenceéo agricultureandcottagendustries
villagesasawhole.

* * *

The dreamof the fatherof the nationstill remains
adream.Most of the presenfpoliticiansarenot aware
of the heritageof the Indiancivilisation, culture rituals
and her vitality. Becausethe beginningdays of our
independencweresuch.Evenafterindependencdhe
governmentailedto lookinto thevitality of thenation
andwerebusyin bringing the Westernway of living
to the Eastby all means! todlgaftera few decades,
probablyduring the fifth five yearplan, thatthe need
to control povertyandthe needto give importanceto
the agriculture and relatedindustrieshad beenfelt.
Any way, we haveit at leastnow to someextentand
unfortunately missed a strong foundation - which
should have beensomefifty yearsback - the village
economyaccompaniedtyy righteousnesanddiscipline
with the baseof the vitality of the nation. The village
peoplemustbein a positionto look afterthemselves
in matterslike education,hygienic conditions,water
supply, health care, transport facilities, religious
activities,civil arbitrationsgtc.A groupof personsre
selectedy thevillage peopleto administerthevillage.
This is known as PanchayaRaj. Gandhiji wantedto
havethis sortof administration.

The root of any violencecan be removedby right
educationand diversifiedemploymentin the present
age, it has becomea needto have big industrial
establishmentsind giant projects.We can not avoid
the modernsecuritymeasuresindadvancednethods
of communicationBut at the sametime the core of

56



Thus Spake India

all problemsshouldalsobe attendedandpropersteps
shouldbetakento solvethem.Gandhiarthoughtsgive
agreathopein bringingthe ideal nation.For a few, it
may look out dated.But the basicfactsand concepts
can never be ignored. Encouragingvillage welfare
and agricultural activities to control centralisationof
population Diversifiedemploymenbpportunitiesand
Quality educationin all areasrighteousand peaceful
living - theseideascan not be overlooked.But the
practical fact is that theseideas have beenignored
by many.Most of us arereadyto adjustourselveso
the changingtimes. For example,taking and giving
bribes.The onewho givesbribesdoesnot feel that it
is wrong to do so. He reasonghatif he alonestands
againsthis evil practice ptherswill continueit anyway.
Thus,hed k e papew i tthie time. Similarly, the one
who takesbribe reasonghatit is not wrongto do so,
becausé hasbecomeatrend.Theybothfeelthatit is
not wrongto do somethingwhich everyonedoes.So,
we all dowrongthingsandstampthemas6 r easonabl e
ando iaccordancevith the changingt | mehs g a
practicalfact. Thus,thereis alwaysa big gapbetween
the practicallife andthe actualphilosophy.This gap
shouldbe removedsomeconcreteattemptsshouldbe
madeto shortenthe gapbetweerideal nationandthe
actualnation.

Due to lack of morality, scandalsareincreasingn
everyfield - from sportsto the Parliamengffairs.Both
seenmlike. Politicsis playedin thecricketgroundsand
theAssembliesindthe Parliamenhavebecomecricket
groundswhered b otlyravbatandcatché t h iBatg s 6 !
in sportsthe lossis less.Politicianshavebecomethe
master®f scandals.

Thel ay mautyd s
A friend on readingthesecritics questionedme,
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fi Y oaditics aregood.Whataboutthe solutionAWhat
istherole of alaymanwith regardtot h i Isefd,Ad h e
laymanmaynotbeableto correctthewholenation.But
hecanbeanidealhuman And hecansupportheright
personswvho canandwill correctthe nation. All that
he needgo do is to usethe fundamentatights given
to him very carefullyandwisely. Castyour voteto the
right personsvho couldmakeright changesThisisthe
| ay m@anid the matterof politics, nothing more.
C a nyéutdo that?.The peopleshouldlearnto select
their leaderson the basisof their moral strengthand
political ethics- not on physicalor artistic beautieslf
thereis noright personthenmakeo ne . 0
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Factsaboutindia

he achievementsnade by India today are very

muchlopsidedtheyunderminedhecharacteand
role of Indiain the bringing up of universalpeaceand
prosperity.Indiansfail to give due placeto their own
vitality. T o d aenératiorof Indiais taughtall things
undertheskyexceptabouttheirownhome. Herel am
giving a collectionof pointsaboutindia (almostall of
themarethroughforeign entities)that | got through
variousauthenticsourcesThanksto all.

The following factsare for thosewho believethat

thosewho botherto know aboutthe Self staybehind
othersin the materialor technologicadevelopments.
Thefactis wherethe Selfisrealizedor soughtthescope
for innovationsand inventionsis evenbrighter than
ever.

World History Facts About India.

Thesefacts about India were recently (year 2006)
publishedn oneof the GermarMagazinesvhichdeals
with World History.

* India neverinvadedany countryin her last 1000
yearsof history.

* Indiainventedthe NumberSystem.

+ Zero wasinventedby Aryabhatta.(Aryabhata
(476BC) was the first to discuss spherical
astronomyand calculate position of planets,
eclipsepoints and the circumferenceof earth.
He postulatedheliocentric theory even 1000
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yearsearlierto Copernicus.)

*  The Wo r [fistousiversity was establishedn
Takshilain 700BC.

+ More than 10,500 studentsfrom all over the
world studiedmorethan60 subjects.

* The University of Nalandabuilt in the 4th century
CEwasoneof the greatesachievementsf ancient
Indiain thefield of education.

*  Sanskriisthemotherof all theEuropeatanguages.

+ Sanskrit is the most suitable language for
computesoftware areportin Forbesnagazine,
July 1987.
*  Ayurvedais the earliestschoolof medicineknown
to humans.

+ Charaka,the father of medicine consolidated
Ayurveda2500yearsago.

+ Today Ayurveda is fast regainingits rightful
placein our civilization.

* Although modern imagesof India often show
poverty and lack of development, India was the richest
country on earth, until the time of British in the early
17" century.

+ Christopher Columbus was attracted by her
wealth.

* Theart of Navigationwasbornin the river Sindh
6000yearsago.Theveryword Navigationis derived
from the Sanskritword NAV GATIH. The word
navyis alsoderivedfrom Sanskritdé N o (Mef) they
never invaded neighboringlands nor subjugated
othercultures.)
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Bhaskaracharya&alculatedthe time taken by the
earthto orbit the sun,hundred=f yearsbeforethe
astronomefBmart.

+

Time taken by earth to orbit the sun: (5th
century)365.25875648days.

The value of fi p iwas first calculated by
Budhayana.

He explainedthe conceptof whatis known as
thePythagoreaf heorem.

Hediscoveredhisin the6thcenturylongbefore
the Europeammathematicians.

Algebra, trigonometry and calculus came

from India. (The very words Geometryand
Trigonometryare derivedfrom Sanskritwords
geomitiandtrikonamiti.)

Thelargesnumberdhe GreeksandtheRomans
usedwere 106 whereasHindus usednumbers
ashig as 1053 (10 to the power of 53) with
specificnamesasearly as5000BCE during the
Vedic period.

Even today, the largestused numberis Tera:
10**12(10to thepowerof 12).

Quadratic equations were propounded by
Sridharacharya the 11thcentury.

Accordingto the Gemologicalnstituteof America,
up until 1896, India was the only source for
diamondgo theworld.

The earliestreservoirand dam for irrigation was
built in Saurashtra.

Chess(Shataranjeor AshtaPadawas inventedin
India.
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*  Sushrutas thefatherof surgery.

+ 2600yearsagoheandhealthscientistof histime
conducteccomplicatedsurgeriedike cesareans,
cataractartificial limbs, fracturesurinarystones
andevenplasticsurgeryandbrainsurgery.

+ Usageof anesthesiavaswell knownin ancient
India.

+ Overl25surgicalequipmentsvereused.

+ Deep knowledge of anatomy, physiology,
etiology, embryology, digestion, metabolism,
geneticsand immunity is also found in many
texts.

* When many cultures were only nomadic forest
dwellers over 5000 yearsago, Indians established
Harappanculture in Sindhu Valley (Indus Valley
Civilization).

* The place value system,the decimal systemwas
developedn Indiain 100BC.

Other racts worth knowing.-

* Yogahasits originsin India and hasbeenexisting
for over5,000years.

*  Martial Arts werefirst createdin India, and later
spreado Asiaby Buddhistmissionaries.

* The Vishnu Templein the city of Tirupathi built
in the 10th century,is thew o r ladyésseligious
pilgrimagedestination.

* Varanasi,also known as Benaraswascalledfit h e
AncientCi twyeanlLord Buddhavisitedit in 500
B.C., andis the oldest,continuouslyinhabitedcity
in theworld today.
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i Bhar at h ariginated fsoe mamil Nadu,
India, is supposedo betheoldestdocumendance
form. It datesbackto nearly1500B.C.

Over2500yearsago,Indianfarmershaddiscovered
and begun farming many spicesand sugarcane.
Peopldan India hadalsoinvented by about500BC,
the procesgo producesugarcrystals.In the local
languagethesecrystalswerecalledkhandawhichis
thesourceof theword candy.

AncientIndianshadgoodknowledgeof chemistry.
Dyes perfumesandbhasmagfor medicaluse)were
alsopreparedIron Pillar erectedoy RajaChandra
Vermain Delhi standsustfreefor morethan1500

years. Such metal treatmentwas not known to

westernworld till thediscoveryof stainlessteel.

Kanada (6th century BC) had propoundedthat
Paramanyatom) forms dwinuka (molecules) He
also discoveredthat the density of moleculesis
peculiarto eachmatterandsoanobjectweighsless
in waterthanin air, evenearlierto Archimedes.

Brahmagupta(628AD) postulatedhatanyinteger
dividedby zeroyieldsinfinity.

Panini (6th century BC) devisedthe first ever
grammairreaties.

Sayingson! n d coatrdstion:

i Wewe a lot to the Indians,who taughtus how

to count, without which no worthwhile scientific
discoverycouldhavebeenrma d e . 0

- Albert Einstein

il n d&ithe cradle of the human race, the

birthplaceof humanspeechthe motherof history,the
grandmotherof legend,and the great grandmother
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of tradition. Our most valuableand mostinstructive
materialsn thehistoryof manaretreasuredipin India
only. o
- Mark Twain
fi | nabngaerecanddominatedChinaculturally
for 20 centurieswithout ever havingto senda single
soldieracrosherb or der . 0

- Hu Shih, Former Ambassaador of China to US.A.

fi | nidThedand of Vedasthe remarkablevorks

containnot only religiousideasfor a perfectlife, but
also facts which sciencehas provedtrue. Electricity,
radium,electronicsairship,all wereknownto theseers
whofoundedtheVe das . 0

-Wheeler Wiicox (American poet)

fi T IBanskritanguagewhateverbe its antiquityis
of wonderful structure,more perfectthanthe Greek,
more copious than the Latin and more exquisitely
refinedthane i t her . 0

- Sir Wiilliam Jones (British Orientalist, 1746-1794)

i T hsargery of the ancient Indian physicians
wasbold andskilful. A specialbranchof surgerywas
dedicatedo rhinoplastyor operationsfor improving
deformedears,nosesand forming new ones,which
Europearsurgeoniavenowb or r owe d . 0

- Sir W. Hunier (British Surgeon, 1718-1783)

i | thregreatbooksof India,anempirespoketo us,
nothingsmallor unworthybutlarge serenegonsistent,
the voice of an old intelligence,which in anotherage
and climate had ponderedand thus disposedof the
guestionghatexercisay s . 0

- RW Emerson (American Essayist, 1803-1882)
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fi Ma mfythe advancesn the sciencesthat we
considertodayto havebeenmadein Europewerein
factmadein Indiacenturie;s g o . 0

1" Grant Duff, British Historian

i 1 n d hagemsgeneral superior endowments
in reading,writing and arithmeticthanthe common
peopleof anynationinEur ope. 0

- Warren Hastings

fi | n dcitiea are prosperousand stretchfar and
wide. Therearemanyguesthousedor travelersThere
arehospitalprovidingfreemedicakerviceor thepoor.
The viharasandtemplesare majestic.Peopleare free
to choosetheir occupationsThereareno restrictions
on the movementof the people.Governmenfficials
and soldiersare paid their salariesregularly. People
are not addictedto drinks. They shunviolence.The
administratiorprovidedby the Guptarulersis fair and
justo

- Chinese traveler Fa-Hlien during the reign of
Chandragupta Il. Fa-Hien vas in India during 399 AD
10414 AD.

* * *

Weall knowthatiIndiais very strongandancientin
her religiousideologies At the timeswhen India was
strongin herreligiousvaluesshealsohadbeenequally
strongin all otheraspectf life suchasengineering,
mathematicsastronomymedicalscienceschemistry,
poetry, administrationand what not. If we give due
respectandplaceto our vitality, thenall otherquality
achievementwiill follow like a shadow.

The English historian and broadcasterMichael
Wood (bornin 1948),after visiting so manyplacesin
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the world, saysin his 6 T Istery of | n dthaaTamil

Nadu asthe only survivingé Cl a£€s v¢ &linzat i on
the world. The reasonis, the Tamil peoplepreserved
substantiaklement®f their pastbelief, culture,music,
literatureandotherartsdespitethestronginfluenceof

the modernglobalisedworld. But the fact we haveto

seehereis, heusedtheword6 s u r vHed i dupé t
theword6 f | o u orieverdil ngd ngod.

Thereis no pride to this nation when her more
ancient and rich civilasation 6 s u r \somewheré
somehowin her landscape.The Indian civilization
which envisages humanity, introspection and
intellectualrichnessshouldflourishin all partsof this
nationin her true coloursand perceptions\e need
to preserveour civilization. Thisd o e seadthatwe
should not acceptnew things. For example,we can
accephewstylesin clothing.But,theys h o u prapel 6 t
othersto makemeanandhorrid ideas.This is what |
calé owirvi I i sati ond.

So far as the innovationsdo not devastatethe
environmentand mentalhealth,we canacceptthem.
Thisrule appliesto the old traditionstoo. Thisis good
notonly for India, butfor thewholeworld.
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Secularism

4 arismis the principle of separatiorbetween
n ﬁarnment institutions and the persons
mandated to representthe State from religious
institutions and religious dignitaries. In one sense,
secularismmayassertheright to befreefromreligious
rule and teachings,and the right to freedomfrom
governmentalmposition of religion uponthe people
within astatethatis neutralonmattersofb e | i e f .

i T lwerd secularwasinsertedinto the preamble
by the Forty-secondAmendment(1976). It implies
equality of all religionsandreligioustolerancendia,
thereforedoesnot havean official statereligion. Every
personhastheright to preach practiceandpropagate
any religion they choose.The governmentmust not
favouror discriminateagainstinyreligion. It musttreat
all religionswith equalrespectAll citizens,rrespective
of their religious beliefs are equalin the eyesof law.
No religiousinstructionis impartedin governmenbr
governmendideds c hool s. 0O

The principle of separationbetweengovernment
andthe bodiesof religionsis not therein the practical
secularism of India today. For the government,
secularisnmeans|eaningtowardsminority religions,
supportingminority religions,neglectinghe activities
of minority religions which are adverseto other
religions. In short, for the rulers, secularismmeans,
give all privilegesand supportto minority religions;
d o rbdtheraboutthe individuality andrespecbf the
socalledmajority religion.
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All religions are not treatedequallyin India. The
minority enjoy manybenefitswhile the Hindus suffer
in manyplacesonly for thattheyhapperto comeunder
6 ma j dviostdf thedoliticians,who call themselves
seculardo not openmouthwheninsultsoccurto the
Vedicreligion of the nation.Whensomethinghappens
to theminority intereststheymakeuseofthe6 c hanc e 6
givento themand makeit a big issueto provetheir
0 s e c u If thesamaundésirabl¢hingshappenothe
Vedicreligion,no onecomegorwardto talk of justice.
If someonaliesin a minority religion over a clashor
someothertragedythenthe6 s e @uwalr @ambamia 6
painandcursethe nationfor havingnot protectedhe
secularisnof India. But whenafew or morebelonging
to Hinduismdie overa clashor terroristactivity, these
seculapartieskeepdeadsilence Theyarenotbothered
if theyloseafew of themajority. Damnthis secularism.
Student®f majorityreligionaretaughtthattheyshould
forbear anything becauselndia is a secularnation.
Secularismmeansforbearanceanyonecantalk or do
anythingagainstHinduism,but no oneshouldbother
aboutit. Thisisthewaysecularisnis taughthere.

Secularismhere, is neither absenceof religions
nor equanimity of religions. It is anti majority and
pro minority. This is theway it hasbeenmeantby the
administrativeandpolitical peoplefor decadesAll the
statesarenot following auniform patternin mattersof
religion. SomeStatedakethe ministry concerninghe
monumentselatedo Hinduismandleaveoutall other
religions.While otherinstitutionsandmonumentsre
beingtreatedandrespectedby their own autonomous
bodiesmanyofthetemplesandourancientmnonuments
standuncaredluetotheg o v e r ncanelessned&he
landsof Hindutemplesarebeingmisusedy politicians
andminority peoplethroughpolitical influence When
minority religionsgetfinancialhelpfrom othernations
for theupliftmentof their beliefsandcustomsmostof
theHindumonumentstruggleevenwithouttheirown
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rightful income.Only a very few Hindu autonomous
bodiesarethereto think of thereligion.

The traditionsandthe culture of India is the least
caredaspecfor thepolitical partieswhocallthemselves
0 s e candda rad in thegadddid.daysof Gupthas,
which is marked as the golden period of India, all
religions were respected women enjoyed freedom,
scienceandtechnologycherishedThedeservingwere
respectecverywhere Therehad beenscholarsof all
religionsin thosedays.Theyplayedarespectableolein
thesocietyTheywereadoredandadmiredeverywhere.
This is the real secularismlt is not just ignoring the
uniquevaluesof the cultureandthereligion on which
thenationisbuilt. All thegovernmentafterthefreedom
areresponsibldor havingdevelopedhis wrongtrend
in thenation.

Present day Secularism:

The respectgiven to temples, rituals, religious
monumentandsuchotherexternabspectistheproof
ofar e | i egteeifhéughtheyarethefundamentals,
the presencenf suchexternalworshipis unavoidable
in anyreligion. Here,let us seehow thesesymbols(of
Hinduism)aretreatedn India,in particularin thestate
of Tamil Nadu.

A fewmonthsback(Nov 2000)! hadbeernto atown
of Tamil Nadu,Kancheepuramwhichis calledTemple
city. | tad ald city with manytemples. Thefirst one
we sawwas KamakshiAmmantemple.Thenwe went
to anothertemple- Egambareswaraemple.Thedeity
hereis representinghe earthelementof the universe.
The templeis very old with magnificentmonuments
and sculptors.It is big too. But the administration
is poor. The priestsare strugglingto keepthe temple
clean. It was stinking. All sorts of ugly things were
happeningnside.No onewasthereto control them.
And a woman was threateninga few foreignersfor
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money.Again no onewasthereto checkthis. In fact,

this particulartempleis havingabotanicalwonder.l t 6 s
amangotree,about3,000yearsold. | couldseemany
maimedimagesthere.How comethesegreatancient
treasuresof India got ignored?This is the way the
governmentreatsthe templesNot only this temple,|
found the samesituationin many other placeswhere
thegovernments directlyinvolved.

The stategovernmentof Tamil Nadu is unfair in
this matterasit allows atheistso administertemples.
Its treatmenttowards the temples and the ancient
monumentsof religious interestsis very poor. In the
nameof secularismtheyignoreandinsult the beliefs
and propertiesof the majority people.They play the
realpaolitics herewith the massesakingthedifferences
of religionsandcommunityastheweapons.

The Govt. would take all active stepsjf something
happendo the sovereigntyof other religions. If it is
Hinduism, the thing is not the same.Theyw o ncéré
muchif someonesketcheswdepicturesof theimage
whomthe Hindusregardastheir Mother. Theywo n 6 t
ask a single questionwhen a few shoutand ridicule
of their beliefswithout knowing a single aspectof it.
Anyway,theywouldbegettingthevotesof theminority
peoplefor thissortof 6 s e ¢ u Theindgsmlido are
brainwashedf this secularisnarepreparedo bearall
partiality. Is this secularism?

To go evenfurther, to provetheir6 s e c u bndr i s mod
0r at i dheHeinselvedlg the job of thosewho
try to hurtthereligion.

In 1960,the crownof aPillayaridol at Erode, Tamil
Nadu was brokenby a rationalist party, smashingall
furtherofferingsandrituals.Manyidols includingthat
of the Fatherof our nationweredestroyedy political
personr by persongvith political background all in
broaddaylight.An attemptwvasmadebythethenruling
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rationalist party to destroy the tower of Madhurai
Meenakshi Amman temple. The rationalist parties
would beatthe imagesof our god menwith sandals,
and the religious peoplehaveto keep quiet. If any
politician daresto takeanyaction,thenheis finished.
Theopponentsvouldjumpto theskyrallyingthewhole

nation, condemningthe Gover nragmtrdd al it
andshedtearsfor thed d o woffs @ Ic lu | s this s mé .
secularism?s thisthewaytoshowo n @@ sat i onal i s

Thereligiousmanneverthelessiill not loseanything.
But, whatthesed r a t isoencalftbnésatégoingto
gainof this sortof activitiesor by ignoringthis sort of
activities?

TheCensus2001showedusthatthereis not much
declinein thebirth rate.So,this shouldbelookedupon
very seriously.If we seethoroughly,we can get the

conclusiorthat excesgopulationstandsasone of the
causesor almostanyproblemhere . Thelandareais

2.4% of the world while the populationis 16 % of
theworld population Againthelawis partialin factors
concerningpopulationcontrol. The marriagelaws are
notthesamefor all. Accordingto law,aHindu cannot
gofor alegalsecondnarriagewhile thefirst wife is alive
( i agbalthing anyway),while the onebelongingto
otherreligion cangofor adozenmarriagesandé y i el d 6
dozensof children.

Personsdelongingto a minority religion can start
an educationalinstitution just like that, enjoying so
many privileges from the governmentand others
while the Hindu hasto go hundredsof proceduresind
formalitiesevento getanadmissionin it. He, starting
his own institutions, teachingin his own style?l tad s
dream!So,quality educationitself is restrictedo afew
who arepreparedo leanthemselveso anydegreeor
thesakeof educationTheyhavetoignoretheeducation
basedn their religion andculture,soasto say.ls this
secularism?
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By law, the Hindu is restrictedto purchasdands
in certainpartsof the nation, while friends of other
religionsaregivenall their basicrightsthroughoutthe
nation.Who cancall this secularism?

The missionarie®f minority religionsgetso much
moneyeveryyearfrom foreign nations(somebillions
of dollars)to effectchangeof religionin India. All the
tricks of the ordinarybusinessmeand politiciansare
beingdonefor this for the spreadingof their religion.
AndtheHindusjustremainstrandeafthehappenings
without havingpropermeango reachthe baseof their
religion. Only a few learnit throughself efforts. The
majority remainunawareof their actualreligiondueto
6secul ari smbd.

Becauseof the 6 f r e giden iméecularismthe
minority peopledareto getinto theterritory (territory
-hered o e seferotanygeographicahreait refersto
the feelings,emotions,customs,andlife style) of the
majority people and blame their beliefs.. i Welone
areright, othersarefalse;we alonewill goto heaven;
otherswill goto hell; Joinus,leaveyourr e | i This o n 0
sortof O r i tplspeakanythingin public placescan
notdojusticeto secularismif it doesthenit isnottrue
secularismA householder,gettinginto the territory
of anotherandsaying,6 Y areafool; | aloneisc | ever 6
cannot betreatedasa secularright. If oneis allowed
to dominateotherthroughmoney,poweror anything
elsethenwe cannot expectequanimitythere;i tnéts
secularismThesocalled6 mi n areallowgd® doit
onthemajorityandtheycallit6 secul ar i s mo.

The following correctionsor amendmentsare to
be madein the constitutionalActs of India relatedto
Secularismto dojusticeto true secularism.

(1) In public gatherings,one religion s houl dn 6t
claim any superiority over the other and
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s h o u prdsaoribechangeof religion in any
manner.

(2) Onereligion s h o u teachadythingwithin
themselveshatpropagatemtolerancgowards
otherreligions.

At least,thesetwo clausesareto beincludedin the
Act, to dojusticeto secularism.

i Wew o n éontrol the controversial moves of
minority religionsi wewould protectonlytheminority
i nt e isrotsacdadism.

In public sector schools, religion is completely
ignoredandsois discipline.T h awhywse areseeing
many indisciplinary actions among even educated
people here. The religious knowledge of Hindus is
restrictedonly to a few missionariesFor Hindus, the
numberof missionariess notenoughTheyneedmore.
SincethatHindusaremajorityin numbersit isnotabad
ideato givethe basicreligiousknowledgeof Hindusin
thepublic sectorschoolsTheminority studentcanbe
giventhe option of ignoringthis religioussubject.But
in orderto do 6 j u ddthe miadiity, all the Hindus
aredeprivedof the knowledgeof their religiousvalues.
Whatsortof secularisnis this?

This partiality prevailsin everywalk of life starting
from cradleto groove. Now, we musthavecommon
laws at leastin mattersof national interest, like in
controlling the population,giving balancededucation
andin preservingheuniquecultureofthenationwhich
is commonto all. The egoistictraits of communaland
relationalttachmentareto betransmutedio Universal
love. Only commonmoral educationcan do this. In
2001 StateAssemblyElection,a party includedthis in
their electionpromisesThattheywould takeeffective
stepso 6 ¢ o nmiddle dlascommunityto backward
communitysothattheytoo canenjoythesubsidiesand
otherbenefitgyivento thebackwarccommunityl have
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no different opinionin bringing up the downtrodden
andthosewho aremarkedasbackward But shouldit
goto thisextent?s thisimprovement?

Thelaymanof the nationis friendly to all religions
and communities.He never encouragedifferences
in the namesof religions. The false knowledge of
secularismis thrashedo the peopleby a few political
andotherpartiedfor their personabenefits Theymake
a show that thosewho want to have common laws
concerningnationalinterestsarenon secularFriends,
it is not so.If thegovt. standseutralto all religions,if
the govt. takesright actionto savethe sovereigntyof
all religionswith equalimportancehenonly wewould
havethetrue secularism.

I am not referringindividuals or the parties.| am
talking aboutthetrendsinceindependenceé histrend
shouldchangeThis hadbeenthetrendall theseyears.
The opposingparties have the strategyof opposing
the ruling party - blindly. They do not botherabout
democracythey do not botheraboutthe true welfare
of the public andthe nation,theydo not botherabout
their conscienceé G o @r Bad,say6 nto e ruling
governmentand make or inventbigi s s is ¢heid
policy. Thistrendshouldchange.

Thepo! i/ tduwg:i ans 0

Thereshouldbecommonawsandpromptjusticein
mattergelatingnationalinterestsTheymuststoptheir
unfair secularapproachandlet the ancientreligion of
this nationcherish.Thisis the only areathatcanbring
all the glories of India back. The coming generation,
we, heedhotpourourselvesn aforeignmouldto prove
ouruniversalityStill, beinganindian,dressingurown
cultureandreligion, we canbethefriendsof theworld
and all other religions. Perhapsthen we may attract
morefriendsandmaybe beneficialto thewholeworld
in a betterway. The vitality of the nationis the need
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of the hour. Political brothers,you do not needto be
partialwith areligionthatsaysall religionsleadto God.
Youdonotneedto goagainsthereligion of thosewho

say,0 Ltaawholeworldflourishinh a p p iByyows . 6
constantindifferent approach,you are going against
thevitality of the nation.Thisshouldnotcontinuelt is
shamefuto hearfrom foreignfriends,whenthey,after
landingherewith greatexpectationssighi M a of this
nationarenots p i r iTheunmasseslidouldbe let to

know of their vitality.

An Americanjournalist during his visit to India
in the year1998/99worried aboutl n d $oeeleignty.
| am giving a brief of his declaration:fi Y (ladians)
arenot awareof your wealthandbeautiful pastlife of
thousandsndthousand®f years.You haveso many
treasuresand truths in the forms of scriptures.But
you arelosing themnow. The Hindu is not giventhe
right educationthat suits him better.He is losing the
knowledgeof his goodold ancestorHis religionaland
cultural rights are ignored and the minority people
continueto havetheir regime.If this continues)ndia
wouldloseheruniquewealthin alongrun. Sowakeup,
atleastn o wWf.adHindu sayshis, it will bemarkedas
anantiseculasstatementThisis saidby aforeignerLet
us haveatleasnetenthof the careandinterestthata
foreignerhasfor our nation.

We hopeto seea bettertomorrow, a betterindia
therefore therealseculaistate Thepersonwho dares
to say 6 agedple should have common| a vafide
is secular.Otherswho show any partiality and lean
towards minority peoplefor their personalbenefits
arenot doing any goodto the minority religion or to
the nation,they arenot secularstrictly speakinggven
thoughtheycall themselveseculamathousandimes.
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Political Stability

hatournationneedsitpresenispolitical stability.

For the pasttwo decades]ndian government
hasbeenhangingon aropeof chancelt is seldomlet
to crosghelimits. It d o e bameboimfortablamajority.

The political instability affects the economy,
sovereigntyof the nation, personallife of the people
andthe nationasa whole. This situationis worsened
somuchthatthe governmentvasnot in a positionto
take necessanstepsevenin the mattersof security.
Sincethe governmentasonly afi 5 1p%a stisabtqo
with manyassociationst virtually hasno voicein the
mattersof utmostinterestfor which it needsii Fi r st
classor distinctionp a sSetheremainingpeopletake
advantagef thesituationandplaywith thenation.The
hanginggovernmenspends tedwweonlyin pacifying
thesupportingparties.

So,whatwe needis agovernmentvith comfortable
majority. And themostimportantthingis whoholdsit!
We cannotgive all our supportandaskMr. PeterPan
to sit on the throne! A nationshouldbe administered
by hernativeresidentvhois well awareandconcerned
of her sovereigntyand strengthand hasthe capability
to ensureandestablistthe samefor all. Not only India,
many nations have been struggling with political
instability andimpropergovernance.

Thepartiesplaypoliticsandrestrictthegovernment
in taking positive actions in the security and
developmentafactors. This is really pathetic.People
shouldidentify the indifferenceforced on them and
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theyneedto supportheright personsvholeheartedly.
People of India should not encouragethe people

who comein disguisewith acoverof 6 b r mianld e d 6
policies.Theyarenot broadminded.Theyfail to bring

or to supportto bring necessargtepsin achievingthe
optimal nation. Peopleshouldnot let suchpersongo
decidethe securitymattersandthe sovereigntyof the
nation.

As alreadysaidin an earlieressaypnly thosewho
want to have common laws for all can be termed
0 s e c Theyalon@can give stablegovernanceAnd
thesecommonlawsshouldbedrawnonthebasisof the
cultureandlife styleof the nation.But, we havesome
partiesherewho call themselvesecularputwhatthey
havein mindis diversifiedlawsandminority votes.The
resultis chaosandinstability.

We needideal politiciansto governthe nationsto
ensurauniversabrotherhood.
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TheRecovery

A Re c asvngomagice - notint heor i es. O
Every individual hashis own ideas.Everyonehas
varying views and opinions.But the courseof action

of every individual shouldgo in line with the most
commonrulesof thehumanrace whichare...

Faithin God
Beinggenerouso all living beings
Harmonywith nature

If an individual forms his/her life in accordance
with the abovecommonrules,it meanghat he/sheis
contributing his/her part towardsuniversal peace.lt
seemdo besosimpleto do. But, is it happening?No.
The majority of the humanraceis going againstthe
abovecommonrules.We canseepeaceandhappiness
in the societyif majority standby thesehumanvalues.
The golden period of India had majority under this
categoryBecausetherulersof thatperiodbotheredof
the following factors:1. Quality education(education
that extendsbeyondthe levels of materialknowledge
anddealsaboutsoul consciousnes$asiccultureand
discipline), 2. Properjustice (commonand righteous
justice) and 3. Balanceddevelopment(development
thatd o e $wurtinta t Walaad@eand the freedomof
otherbeings) Thesamehaveto bepaidattentionagain
by therulersto recoverthe nationandtheworld.

The Three Important factors to be considered by
political leaders:

| wrote a few words on universal brotherhood
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and showedit to an eminentpersonality.lt wasthe

time when India had sufferedthe worst earth quake.
Thateventuallybroughtthe sympathyandhelp of the

universePointingto this,thepersorremarkedhatthe
worldis goingwell with universabrotherhoodndthat

it is not necessaryo stresshumanitywhich is already
there.Within afew monthsthe United Statesmetthe
worstinhumanattack.Many nationgoinedhandswith

the US and supportedits mission againstuniversal
terrorism.Evenbeforethis incident,| hadstressedhe
needfor thecooperativestepgo curbterrorism.

But, this alone can not be a remedy.Thereis no
warranty that another tragedy will not come. We
can analyzethe situationto that of a damagedship.
The water is gushingin. We havetwo thingsto do
immediatelyand simultaneouslyl. Patchthe hole. 2.
Pouroutthewaterwhichwasalreadysettledn theship.
Patchingthe holeis the remedyPouringout the water
isincidentalto theremedybutimportanttoo. Similarly,
theonly remedyto rescugheuniversdsin themaking
of humans,more humansthrough right education,
right thinking and moral living. Punishingthe wrong
onesis only incidentalbutimportanttoo.

Thus we derive two factors that require the
immediateattentionby theruling personsl. Bringing
quality living throughquality educationand 2. Strict
actionsagainsthosewho breakthecommonlaws.

Thethird onethattheruler shouldtry to achieves
balancedlevelopmenti tiké gakingthestagnanship
tothedesiredestinationThedestinatiovariedoreach
nation.Foroneeconomicsupremacys thedestination,
for theothermilitary strengthyetanothemwantsto be
strongin scientificdevelopmentd-orIndia, it is always
spiritual upheavalas found by SwamyVivekananda.
This should be the centerpoint of developmentor
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India, around which other developments might
happen.The balanceddevelopmentfactorsareto be
implementeatontinuoushto seethattheshipdoesnot
slip into the ocearof uncertaintyandagonyagain.The
balanceddevelopmentimplies overall development
with adherencéo thethreepointssaidabovel Faithin
God,Generositytowardsall beingsandHarmonywith
nature Thisis aperenniaprocesssomethingherulers
haveto stickto till thelastdayof theworld.

Thesdactorswould makeinterestingchangesn the
life of thenationandtheworld. It is notthe concernof
theGovernmenalone Everyindividualhasarolein it.
Weneedto work together.

As laymen,all thatwe cando now is to identify the
personsvho arereally interestedn the welfare of the
world andto supporthemwholeheartedlyThiswegot
to do.

The line of recovery:

Here,we havetheline of recoveryfrom thepolitical
point of view.

Proper education:

B In schools,moral educationshouldbe taughtas
oneof the qualifying subjects.

P The basic knowledge about our culture and
traditionsshouldbetaughtin schools.

B The purposeof life andthe vitality of the nation
shouldbetaughtto children.

Proper justice:
b Implementatiorof true secularism.

b Stringentawsto ensuresnvironmentasafety.
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Easieraccesso judicial courts.
Quickerjustice.
Strictadherencéo courtorders.

Proper punishmeri..

(VI VA G U}

Sufficientsecuritymeasures.
Ironic stepsagainsterrorism.
Co-operativestepgo curbglobalterrorism.

Strictactionsagainsthosewho play in mattersof
religionandculture.

Strict rules in entertainmenimediain order to
protectourtraditionsandculture.

Animal welfare- regulationsin transportingand
killing of animalsandbirds.

Conservation of Environment i holding or

punishing the industries and individuals who
causeémbalancgon a t ualaad®.s

Development factors:

Ancient factors...

b

Culturalactivitiesshouldflourish with originality
in all partsof thenation.

b \illagesto bekeptcleanandcultured.

b All the Temples should be kept clean and

arrangementshouldbe madefor daily poojas.

Vedhicrituals shouldbe practicedin templesfor
theuniversalpeace.

The bookson Atma Gjanashouldbe keptin all
templesof thenation.

Importanceao Naturalmethodof cultivationand
Manuallabor.
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B Importanceo Agro basedndustries.

P Sincereandseriouspreservatiorof forestwealth
andanimals.

Modemf act or s é
ImprovingInformationTechnology
Developmenin Transportation
ImprovingModernSecurityMeasures

[V A VA V)

Keepinginnovative, giant power/fuel producing
plantswithout disturbingthe ecologicabalance

b Preserving natural resources and ensuring
hygienicenvironment

(We have already recognisedthe significance of
the moderntechnologicadevelopmenandare doing
somewhateasonablyvell with them. But the quality
of education,justice and the ancient development
factorswhichtry to moldthe characteof humansstill
needalot of attention.)

The nation hasto be ruled by the onewho knows
to rule oneself.The ruler hasto be morally a strong
man- in andout. If we canhavesuchhumansin the
parliament stateassemblieandin the public welfare
offices,then we would havea brighter India with all
her glories shiningforth for the universe.This is not
only therecoveryof thenation- it istherecoveryof the
universe.

Sincewe are a democraticstate,the private sector
andindividualstoo havetheir rolesto play voluntarily
in the rescuingof our nation. Theseroles havebeen
givenherein anutshell.

The role of private sector:

b Thosewho arein the educationindustry should
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have curriculum which provides ample space
for spiritual awarenessand common human
discipline.

B Thosewhoarein theentertainmenmediashould
avoidfilthy andantisocialcontents.

P Those who are in the processingindustries

should restrict abundantpollution and ensure
environmentalvell being.

The role of individuals:

Thosewhoarein Indiai letthembeof anyreligion

T needto adhereto the core Indian culture which is
givenbelow.

b Strive to feel Godliness
D o rhartliving beings
Live in harmonywith nature

B
B
b Revereyour parents
B

Live to therule of 6 o manistoonew o ma n 6

Thoughtheabovemoralsareapplicableo thewhole
humanrace, the last two family morals hold special
significancein the Indian culture as Indian culture
alwaysgivesimportanceto family values.Thelasttwo
are the most common family morals practicedand
reveredn India.

Respectingarentss somethingveseeandpractice
from thetimesof Ramayandgevenbeforethat). Living
with one womanthroughouto n difé § this is also
a unigueidentity of the Indian culture,the crown of
Indian culture, we shouldsay. SomeoneaskedSwami
Vivekanandawhen he wasin America, fi Y osay S0
muchaboutindian culture;in whatway it is superior
to our westernc u | t SwamijPrépliessA Ex cl udi ng
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yourmotheryouseeall otherwomenasyourwives.An

Indian, excludinghis wife, seesall otherwomenashis

mo t h BrrRadhaKrishnanformerindianPresident

said,i S iisthaembodimenof Indianwo manhoodo.
Thus, oneis to one relationshipbetweena man and
awomanis the highlight of Indian culture. This is to

remind one not only to havecontrol over the sexual
instinctbutto checkall kamag all desires.

Sadly, both thesedistinguishingfeatureof Indian
culturearein troublenow.

If moreandmoreindividualswho are keenabout
preservinghe humanvaluesareplacedin privateand
public sectorestablishmentgbviously,the nationand
theworld will facefewerproblems.

84



Thus Spake India

At thelotusfeetof
BelovedMotherindia

s the heartpurifies and circulatesblood for the

whole body, so doesIndia spreadspirituality for
the whole world. India is not for material progress,
sheis not for worldly pleasuressheis notfor aculture
that forgets God and runs fast within the limits of
materiality. Sheis for the peoplewho wantto know
themselveswho wantto feel God, who wantto know
the secretof the soul. This is her vitality. No one can
changehis. No oneshouldtry to changethis.

Mr. Cop Douglas, a rescueteam captain from
Americawho hadrenderechis servicethroughouthe
worldwondersaboutl n d\iitadity) whenhecamehere
to help earthquakedBhuj in Gujarat,in 2001,(I read
hisremarkin a Tamil magazineandl translatedt into
English) asfollows: i T tpeacefulstateof the people
of Gujaratputs me in puzzle.This is a wonderthat
canneverbe seenin anyother part of the world. The
effectof thenaturalcalamityis verybig. But,look atthe
peaceof mind of thesepeople!l bet...everin my own
nation,atthetimesof dreadfulcalamitiedike this, the
chaosandsufferingswill beunavoidableBut, Bhuj has
started tugusllife again...Ido not know from where
they got this much peace?The unbreakablgeaceof
the ordinaryman,evenafterthis muchdisasterleaves
usin puzzlellsit theusualife of everyindianorisit the
verylife principleofthisn at i on ? 0

Let uslearnto preservethis peaceandunity in all
times. Majority of the peoplehereare guidedby the
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n at iswengihsvithout their knowledge.Let us all
understandhe vitality of thenationanddo our partto
strengtherit further. In secularfields- SpaceScience,
Software,Agriculture and Securitymeasuresindians
haveeveryreasorto lift their headsup. But theyhave
muchthingsto learnof hervitality. Thiswill guardthe
oneareawherelndiais strongandstablein all times-
peaceandit would alsoboostthe universalpeaceWe
arehereto reviveour holy land,we arehereto givelife
to our unmatchablesulture,we arehereto protectan
all inclusivereligion,andwe arehereto love thewhole
humanityandtheuniverse!

Patriotismcomesotonly in the mattersof security
or in timesof crisis. It shouldbe presenin preserving
all mattersof n a t imayint 6her culture,religion and
sanctity. Patriotismd o e geat éxpressedn the dry
egoisticcelebrationsn selectdays.lt is well expressed
throughthe obeisancef her vital principlesin every
daylife.

Sincethatthetrendis not the sameasit wasin the
goldeneraof my nation,l cannot avoidor neglectthe
vitality of my nation.Instead shalldomy partto make
her standwith all her glories. Thereis no doubtthat
we arechangingowardsthe bestandsoonor laterwe
will seea betternationandthereforeabetterworld. O
Mother, if You sowill to sendmeto this earthagain,
give meaboonthateverytime |l fall, i todthe lapsof
my belovedmotherindia, wherel canlearnto love all
thenationsandreligionsasmy own; aboveall, wherel
canlearnto lovemy trueself.

Our nationalflag hasthreecolors and a wheelin
the center.The saffronin the top represent$Sacrifice.
The white in the middle representpeaceand purity.
Thegreenin the bottomrepresentsaturalwealthand
the naturalway of living. The wheelin the middle is
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thewheelof righteousness DharmaChakra.Our flag
remainsdull anddusty.Now we needto put dauntless
andunceasingffortsto glorify our flag - to makethe
wheelrun. Let us makeit fly abovethe heightsof the
heavengo bring all brothersof the universeto thefeet
of oneGod- TheEternity.

JaiHind!
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THE VEDHIC RELIGION

o S A ]
- L-. >

Foreword

ligion is the very vitality of the nation, henceit
deservespeciaemphasis.

A few misleadingpersonsare trying to makeuse
of the secularismand misinterpretthe freedomof the
religion. They are spreadinganti religious defamatory
ideas through cassettesand books. The pity is the
Hindusarenot in a positionto facetheir queriesand
abusessincethey had neverbeenpermittedto know
the essencef their religion eversinceindependence.
And afew of the Hindusincludingscholargoin hands
with othersin thecriticism. Theydepictour religionas
astoreof superstitions.

While a few do selflessservice,others6 b utlyed
peopleof otherreligions. Theydobusinesandpolitics
with manymotives,onebeing-6 ¢ h @fm ggé iFpi on 6 .
this, like all businessmerthey are preparedo useall
typesof motivations.They keepon giving amenities
and assuranceof salvationto the downtroddenand
claimo6 ¢ h afm @ ¢ iirgrétwnilbeykeepongiving
misinterpretationover the tail, therebyspreadinga
bitter waveon Hinduism.

I musttell my friends, the history of this nation.
Herepeopledonotbotheraboutife - theybothemore
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aboutthe way of living. Here peopledo not bother
aboutthe meansfor beinghappy,but of beinghappy.
Thoughsometimesthey contradictwith this law, they
haveto cometo this pointastheneedleof themagnetic
instrument always comes back to the North Pole.
Whoeverit is, apolitician, abusinessmara scholaror
alayman,they haveto answerthe questionaboutSelf
thatfloatsin everyatomof the ether.Somedonothere
it, sometimeghe trend changesaswe seenow, but it
is thelaw of thislandthatall shouldcometo thepoint
of selfi realizationoneday.You andl cannot change
this.Indiamayor maynotbeaworld powerin termsof
securityandwealth.But shehadalwaysbeentheland
of universallove and peaceHer religion is such,her
cultureis such.

| heardoneof their cassettethatdescribed Hindu
saintand idols with all bad words. Is this what they
learntfrom their religion? They nevertouchthe core
of thereligion. If they could, theywould not usesuch
bitter words. Neither do they know of their religion!
No religion encourageshis cult. Religions are here
to bridgethe gapbetweermanand God. The Veedhic
religion doesjustthe same And it neverforcesa fixed
path.lt givesfreedomto the manin choosinghis path
andguideshim from theleastlevelto the ultimate.

| tniy sluty to raisemy voiceasonein the nation
whenthe principlesof my religion aremisinterpreted.
Here,anattemptwasmadeto pointoutandclearafew
basicmisunderstandingsndabusesl amjustechoing
the voice of the oneswho had understoodandtested
the principlesof my religion. It is my duty to clearone
thing in thevery beginning.My ideais notto hurtthe
tenetsof anyreligion. My religion doesnot permitme
todothat.l amjustguardingmyselffrom theirbaseless
ignorantabusesvith theright of truesecularism.
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TheVedhicreligion

Christianfriend who madeyearsof researcton

our culture and religion, comparesthe Vedic
religion with Buddhismas follows: i lwould saythe
ethosof Buddhismis vastlydifferentfrom thatof Vedic
religion. Veedic religion is basicallyamoral,you could
commitanysinandberedeemedy performingcertain
sacrifices.Thereis no repentanceequired,youd o n 6 t
haveto changeyourself.In the caseof Buddhism,you
had to transformyourself. It was a diffi cult religion,

~

essentiallyofthee | i t e. 0

What is he trying to tell us?For his information,
the sameBuddhawas from the Vedic religion he is
blaming.l todlysbecausef thefreedomandflexibility
given by his religion, GautamaBuddhawas able to
build up 6 aewr e | i fgrithe @ é | Sotthe ®edic
religion wantsoneto changeoneselfto higherlevels.
But the pity is some,on reachingcertainhigherlevels
closethemselvesvith the maskof philosophyandfail
to goanyfurther. Think of sayingin Emiratesor Israel
that their religion is basicallyamoral.lt would be an
eighthwonderif you comeout with your tongue.But
theVedicreligionandthisseculanationgivesfreedom
totalkanything.Only becausef thisfreedomBuddha,
Mahaviraand Gurunanakound new religions.All of
them are Hindus basically. While others used this
freedomto criticize on certainbeliefsof a few in the
religion,theymadeuseof thefreedomin theright way.
Think of finding a6 n ersligion in Buddhismor any
otherreligion. Wherel havethefreedomto reachnew
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higherlevelsof wisdom,| w o nstdpanywhereclosing
myselfwithin certainphilosophyor beliefs.Hinduism
never asksone to stick to certain dogmas.It never
compelledbneto putoneselin arestrictedoath.If you
saythatthereis no God,well, i tuptsyou;if you say
thatthereis aGodbutnotin anidol, you arewelcome;
if yousaythatthereis aGodwhois manifestedn every
idol we seein andout, 0.k, proceedif yousaythatGod
is nothingbutthelight, carryon. It nevercriticizesany
onefor their beliefs.Whatit stressess keepyour faith

with yourselfandd o rerdti¢ize othersfor not having
thesameahatyouhave Whenthetime comedor youto

changeyour ideas change You maynot knowthe fact

that you all aretalking aboutthe sameAbsolutewho
had manifestedn everyone.So, stoptalking andtry

to realizethe Absolute thatis yourself,basedon your

faith. It is afoolish thing to comparea philosophywith

closedwalls, let it beanybig insidebut still it is closed
somewhereyith areligionthathasnowallsatall. Here
| hadtriedto spellsomealphabet®f my religion.

Sacrifices and repentance:

Generally, these Sacrifices are performed before
Vedhicfire usingauspiciousrticles.Scientificallyit has
beenprovedthatthe fire madein accordancevith the
Vedhiclaws cleanghe etherandbalanceshe ecology.
The significanceof the Vedic fire (Agni Hothra) was
felt by the world in the tragedyof Bhopal gaslink.
Whenthousandof peoplestruggledto breathwhen
poisonougjasemittedfrom gasplants,two familiessat
quiteall right in their homesperformingAgni Hothra.
This incident calledtwo Americanscientiststo make
further investigationson Vedhic fire. They found a
universityin Americawith the nameof Vedhicfire -
Agni Hothra University. Germanyis anothernation
that respectgthe significanceof Vedhanticliterature
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andrituals. But the presentindiansareyetto know of
theirvaluesandvirtues!

Thesesacrificesandtheritualsareroutedin Karma
Kanda (Four Vedhasand Brahmana)of the Hindu
scripturesMost of thesesacrificesare performedonly
to pleasedivine beings,ancestorshumansand other
creatures- they d o ntalkt about achieving kaivalya
(spiritual liberation) throughinternal means.Karma
Kanda alone is not Hinduism. The Gnana Kanda
(AranyakaandUpanishadsjalks aboutthe Absolute-
theSelf. Here sacrificasseenn adifferentsencelt isan
internalprocessvhichis moredirectto theattainment
of thefinal goal- selfliberation.lIt is the essencef the
Hindu scriptureslt is a collectionof 1180Upanishads
of which only 108 are availablenow. If one wantsto
makeanyresearclon Vedicreligion, theymustseethe
wholethingor atleasttheessence.

Who everit is, onecannot escapdrom the result
of 0 n ewnsactions Onehasto tasteit in the samedife
or in the other.\edic religion saysthat everyonemust
bearthe fruits of their own actions- let it be sweetor
bitter. You build your own destiny- life afterlife. Here
comegheconcep{for us,it ismorethanaconcept a
reality) of reincarnationThe Puranasaythattheman
getspunishedor awardedaccordingo their actionsin
thislife or theother.If heis punishedit meanshehad
left the seedf sorrowbehindhim. If heis awarded,
it meanshe reapsthe fruits of good seedssowedby
him somewherén the past.Sacrificesmay be helpful
in avoidingor restrictinga few bad effects- but they
arenottheultimate.Godonly cangive forgivenessAs
pertheepic,king Pareekshit the grandsorof Arjuna,
conducteda huge vedhic fire to safeguardhimself,
whenhewascursedy asageghathewoulddiethrough
the bite of a servantfor his adamantbehaviour.The
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sacrificesc o u | hdlmtigeking. The king diedfor his
wrongactionslt is notthecaseasthefriendmentioned
above- 6 d odnysig andgettingredemptiorthrough
somesacrificeso.

My religion punisheame for my mistakeslt is not
alwaysforgiving, not alwayspunishing.Like a mother
she weighs my good and bad actionsand treatsme
accordingly.Thatis why sheis eternal- no force can
touchhereternity.Whoeverit is, of anycommunityor
sect,hehasto reapwhathe sowedonedayor the other
- no othergo. Eventhe spiritually advancedeingsare
notexemptedrom thisrule. Thoughasinceredevotee
of the divine, BakthaRamdasshadto spend12 years
in prisonfor hehadheldaparrotin acagefor 12 years
in hisprevioudife. SriRamakrishn&aramahamsand
BagawanRamanaof the recenttimes let the karmic
rules act on their physical bodiesand acceptedthe
physicalsufferings.

Mabhrishi Valmiki was a thief at one point of his
life. Becauseof the realisationof the bad quality of
his actions,he repentedor yearsand becamea saint.
Baktha PurandaraDasawas a miser at one point of
his life. When he cameto know that he did wrong,
thenhe sacrificedall his wealthandturnedout to be
agreatdevoteeof the Lord praisingHis glory through
heartyhymns.And anothermancameto seethe face
of povertyin the wearingof somehalf nakedwomen
in thefields. He decidedhatwearingcostly clothswas
asin whentherewerepeoplewho werein the want of
eventhe basicclothing. Then he becamehalf naked
for therestof his life just like onein the million. He
d i daor@nit any specific sin. Still he repentedfor
somethindor whichthewholenationwasresponsible.
He is noneotherthanMahatmaGandhiof our times.
All thesepersonsare from the vedhic religion. Here
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we sawpersonsvho repentecandchangedhemselves
for their actions.There had beenpersonswho took
responsibilityand pain for the actionsof otherslike
Jesuhristdid. It isridiculousto hearfrom thisfriend
thatno repentancés neededn Vedhicreligion, when
they go a stepfurther andpunishthemselvegor their
mistakesWhathe meandoy repentanceAfter making
all sins,just list themout one by onein a secretlow
voiceonly audibleto 6 G oodHis representativethen
resumethem the next day with a hope of canceling
themagainin theirnext6 r epent ance6?

The man has to help himself through his
discriminatingwisdomto find out what is right and
whatis wrong. And thenhe shoulddecidewhatto do
andwhatnot to do. The choiceis in our handssofar
karma (doing actions)is concerned Sometimespne
may seeillusionary successesvenwhenonegoesin a
wrongpath,dueto o n @dstgoodactions Sometimes,
one may not go evenan inch further despitesincere
dauntlesfforts,dueto 0 n ewnpastbadactionsBut
it is thetruth thatwins atthe end.Sathyamevdayathe
(Truth alone wins) says MundakopanishadThis is
printedin our nationalemblem.

Karma Kanda deals with performing the right
actionsandrituals. But theseKarmascannot liberate
one.TheVedhantatself sayshis. Asdarknesss driven
out only by light, the ignorancethat bindsonein the
materiaworld canbedrivenoutonly bywisdom.Sothe
AtmaGnang knowledgeaboutSelf) alonecanliberate
one.Whenhe attainsthe knowledge he becomeghe
Knowledgeltself.

While knowing oneself,the Vedhanthaidentifies

six typesof consciousnesshich we call kosasVedhas
classifyhumansundersix headsasto how they treat
themselvesi S o tmek thattheyarethebodyandare
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sustainedy food, theycomeunder6 A nmagaK o s a 6 .
Somethink that they are sustainedy the vital air or
Pranan thebody,theycomeunderé P r raagai 0o s a 6 .
Somethink thattheysustairby Manasor intellect,they
comeunderé Ma-mayaK o sThéncomesd Vi gnan a
mayak o swhérethey think that they are sustained

by the scientific knowledgedevelopedy the intellect.
Whentheaspirantaisesaboveall thesekosasandfinds

his originality, whenthe joy of achievemenis tasted,

it isthe6 A n a n dlaargdmtdanctions.Finally, the
aspirantpassesvenbeyondthat, into the region of
pureSath(Truth) - thestatethatneverc hanges . 0

The aboveis the brief of the kosasasdescribedn
TaittriyopanishadT husthe Vedhicreligion asksoneto
transformoneselfto higherlevelsof consciousnesst
wantschangeén oneself. But this friend sayshatthere
is no transformationor changeis requiredin Vedhic
religion.

God as described in Vedania:

fi Br ah fGod) is of immeasurable depth;
how canit be measuredand comprehendedby this
petty mind? It is Aprameya,beyond all possibility
of being describedby categoriesor comparisonsijt
is Aparichhinna, without limit; it is Avyapadesya,
beyonddenotation; to grasplt throughthe sensess
animpossibletask.God is encasedverywhereasthe
child in thewomb. Somedeclarethattheywill believe
only in a Godthat canbe seenor demonstratedThis
is the usualargumenif the worldly minded.But it is
noteasyto seewith grossgphysicaleyestheParamatma
(TheSupremdBeing)whichis Subtlerthanthesubtlest.
Either JnanaChakshu(the eye of wisdom) or Prema
Chakshytheeyeof love)is wantedpnlywith theseyou
canseeGod.Canyoushowotherswvhatthething called
i p adrin®w e e BT esyacannotseeanabstract
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thing like love, pity, mercy,virtue, faith; it is beyondits
capacityBut by words,actionsandbehaviourwe infer
thatapersonhaslovein his heart.Sotooit is possible
to judgewhetherapersoris Brahmavid, howdeephe
is establishedn his own Reality, whetherby fits and
startsor steadilyandsecurelyDivine Wisdom,Divine
TreasureHarmonywith Nature throughtheseHe can
be identified and discovered.Therefore, endeavour
by all meansto earneitherthe Jnanachakshar the
P r e ma ¢ hsaykBshimanubbavalpanishad.

HOW TO FEEL HIM : WISDOM AND LOVE

The path of Wisdom:

Thereare six astralcentersin our body. They are
notin the physicalbody - theyarein the astralbody.
Upanishadggive the formulaefor the physical,astral
and causalmanifestationsThe advancedbeingswho
live in upperastralplanesbeholdthe astralandcausal
manifestationglso.Ordinarypeoplecannotfeel them
with physicalsensedurlife forceis alwaydocatedn a
particularastralcenterThebottommostastralcentelis
fixed onthe sensuakarthlyexperiencesis onebrings
the life force up to the highercentershe advancesip
in his consciousnes3hosewho dwell in higherastral
centersareawayfrom the clutchesof earthlyinstincts.
TheyreaclperfectiorgraduallyAboveall astrakcenters,
wehaveSahasraratheEternalBlissor PeaceThisstage
is reachednly whenonegoesto a statewherethereis
nomindassuch Asperthen a t law,webmansare
placedin thelower astralcenterswith the blemishesf
fleshandfeelingsaccordingto our own performances
in the past.It is eacho n é@skesso goupinone 6s
consciousnes® reachthe Eternity. This is the pathof
RajaYoga- thehighestscience Thescienceof Self.An
ordinarymancannot teachthis scienceTheonewho
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hadalreadyrealisedhe Self- alonecanguideothersin
the scienceof self realisation. We call him SathGuru
(Sath- Truth, Guru- Removeiof Ignorance)Thisis an
ideaaboutthe pathof Wisdom.

The path of love:

The path of devotion-love, d o e $athetmuch
aboutany astralcenteror consciousnes§he devotee
d o e dath@éraboutanythingexceptGod. He forgets
himself in the love of God. He surrendershimself
completelyto Him. Thedevoteeerase® | 6 andfiss
his everybreathwith thelove of God.Evenin thepath
of wisdom,humility andlove standasthe base. There
is no yogawithout devotion.Man hasto developthese
eyeshy all meansFromchildhoodtill deathhehasto
learnlove andwisdom.

Thefirst teachersf the humanarehis motherand
father. They teachlove and obedienceWe call them
JanmaGuru. The next teacheris Vidya Guru - the
schoolteacherof artsandscience He teachesim of
the world, the ways of making money,the right way
of living and also the basicknowledgeabout Self or
God. Upto this level, all areeducatedThencomesthe
GnanaGuru or SathGuru. He teachesiim the divine
literatureof devotionand knowledge He explainsthe
principlesof variousreligionsandstabiliseghefaith of
his disciple on the supremacyof his own religion. He
explainsspiritual principles.He giveshim training to
activatethelife forcefrom lowerastralcentergo higher
levels. He helps his disciple to escapefrom various
worldly attachmentsHe further purifies and perfects
thesoulandplaceshimin ahighperfectdeservingtate
for salvation.He makeshim realisethat God s within
himself as Spirit and he also enlightensthe Spirit of
his disciple.He givesDeekshao him andleadshim to
thefinal stage And finally comesBrahmaGuru- God
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Himself- to takebackthe perfectsoulto His Kingdom.
Thus the whole processof education- removal of
ignorancethrough Wisdom and Love, is given in a
singlephrase- Matha(mother} Pitha(Father} Guru
(Master} Daivam (God). Almost everyoneof this
nationknow this phrase Thosewho havetrue interest
and dedicatedefforts to acquire unconditionallove
and higher levels of knowledgeare directedto the
appropriateGurusandacquirethe highestKnowledge.

I would like to concludethis headingwith Lord
B u d d d$ilenéedt is saidthatLord Buddharemained
silentonanoccasionywhenhewasaskedaboutGod.All
peopleinterpretthisin manyanglespftenin anegative
senseln aclassroompneof my co-studentrguedhat
therewasno God sinceBhagawarBuddharemained
silentwhensomeoneaskecdhim to tell somethingabout
God. Thefriend said,i T h B no&5od. Becausea_ord
Buddharemainedsilentwhenthe questiorof Godwas
placedbeforeh i nhreplied,i ILérd Buddhad o e s n 6t
tell anythingaboutGod, it d o e sneahthereis no
G o dTheéHindu readshis silenceandinterpretsit as
follows: fi lydu believethatthereis a God, thenstop
talking andtry to feel Him in the depthsof your soul
through- silence.lf you do not believethatthereis a
God, then stop talking and commentingopn ot her 6 s
beliefsandkeepyourway-si | ent | y. 0
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Avatars(Divine Incarnations)

nother6 r a t guestianpud before the Vedic
Areligion is on Avatars- how can God comein
humanform? The rationalistis not readyto seeGod
in someform when He indwells in all forms! Then
what is the meaningof Go d dmipresence?i Y o
may deliver greatintellectualdiscourseson God and
on all thingsunderthe sun,becomegreatrationalists
and proveto your satisfactionthat all theseaccounts
of the Avatarsof God asmanarenonsenseBut let us
comefor amomentto practicalcommonsenseWhat
is therebehindthis kind of remarkablentellect?Zero,
nothing,simply somuchforth. Whennextyou herea
mandeliveringa greatintellectuallectureagainstthis
worship of the Avatarsas God, get hold of him and
askwhat his ideaof God is, what he understandby
Aomni p orfiemoe @ raadalsimiaredms,
beyondthe spelling of the words. He really means
nothingby them;hecannofformulateastheirmeaning
any idea unaffectedby his own humannature;he is
no betteroff in this matterthanthe manin the street
who hasnot reada singlebook. Themanin the street,
how everis quietanddoesnot disturbthe peaceof the
world, while this big talker createsdisturbanceand
miseryamongma n k i rsaysSwamiVivegananda.
Only afreesoulcanfeel GodasHeis. Thenwhatabout
the ordinary man - the one who doesnot know any
path- the one who is entangledn the messof flesh
andbrain?.Who is goingto teachhim of his real self?
Who elsecanhelp him but his FatherGod! God leans
downto theuniverseo lift His childrenup,in timesof
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need BroadlyspeakingAvataris amanifestedorm of
God...asparkof God...thatcomedor aspeciapurpose
- to strengthermighteousnessTheform neednot bea
humanform alwaysWhatevetheFormis,theAvathar
abidedo therulesof thenature Jt neverthelessexhibits
gualitiesbeyondh u maumdesstandingThe Avathar
may leadonefull life asin the caseof Krishnavathar
or may come and go like a flash asin the caseof
NarasimhavathaAs thedirectorsometimescomeso
thestagdor aguestrole, God comedo the stageof the
world to teachotheractorsto play their partwell. He
actsso perfectlythat many of us cannot seeHim as
what He really is -that is asthe Director of all. Only
thosewho have GnanaChakshu(Wisdom)or Prema
Chakshu(Love) could feel Him and His play. What
we meanby wisdomis knowledgeaboutSelf. It is not
bookishknowledge.lt is wrong to restrictthe power
of God asto He couldbe only this or that. He canbe
anythingandHe is everything Wethink thatGodis in
afar aboveplace- withoutaformor name- asweall are
trainedto think thatway.Wearetaughtthat God must
be someonedifferentfrom manandotherbeings.So
we arenot readyto acceptHim evenwhenHe comes
downto usin atangibleform. We maskourignorance
andunfaithfulnessith thecoverof 6 r at i onal i s md.

| couldrecallastoryhere A villagewasbeingcarried
awayby floods.All theinhabitantsveretakento some
saferplace. A manwhosehousewasbadlydamagedy
floods refusedto go awaywith the villagers. Another
mancamenearto him andadvisedhim to vacatethe
village. He said,fi G dsdhereto helpme,youcang 0 0 .
Thenhe prayed, i G osdveme Tlie village became
empty- it wasonly our friend who stoodon the top
of the highestroof. A helicopterpassedy. Therescue
peoplehrewaladderdownandaskedhemanto climb
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up. Our friend refused,i Y ccango. God is thereto
helpme, Godhelpme Thinahugetide smashedhim
downfrom thetop, our poorfriend wasgaspingn the
waters A smallwoodenstuff wasfloatingnearhim. He
refusedo getanholdonit. Asaresulthedrownedand
died.He wastakenbeforeGod. Theveryfirst question
heputbeforeGodis, fi QAlmighty, howfar | prayedto
You?Whyd i dYou@dmeandhelpme “Gndreplied:
fi D eome,lt is Me who askedyouto vacatethe village
to saveyourlife. It is Me whothrewtheladderfor you.
It is Me who cameasawoodenstuff to saveyou. | tried
somuchto saveyou, it is youwho consistentlyefused
alMyhel p. o

The above story tells that God is presentin all
forms. If He takesup a form of His own, beyondthe
understandin@f anordinaryhuman,thenthe Hindu
callslt, Avatar.

Thereal 6 ledenthoughit d o e seedaty desire
to beworkedout, sometimesomeso the earthto lift
thelittle 6 | Thelittle 6 Is éalledNara(man).Thereal
0 IsdalledNarayangdGod).To sayin otherterms,the
onewho takesbirth in the earthto rise higheris man.
Theformlessandnameles#\bsolutewho comedo the
earthin someform, in timesof needjo lift thehumans
higheris God. We havebeenfeeling the presenceof
Godthroughthe Avatars,andthe messag® G asdn
ourl a hadgdtaspeciakignificanceo ourland!From
agespast,this land hasbeengiving births to Avatars!
Thewords of Krishnavathaiare availablein the book
0 T BhegawatGi t a 6 .

102



Thus Spake India

TheReligiousCulture

he Indian culture has laid the most common

principles for the humanity. During the times
when Indian culture was distinctively prominent,the
following principleswerepracticeceverbytheordinary
peopleof the society. Theseprinciplesarecommonin
all religions of India. In fact, they are supportedby
manyreligionsof theworld. Adherenceo thesemorals
would enhancethe spiritual vision of the followers.
Theywill beguidedto feel Godwithin themselvesind
apparentltheywouldbeseeingsodeverywherasthe
only EternalEverConsciouslissful Being.

Let us have a quick glance at them with their

interminable relevance and need to the human
civilization of all times.

1. Develop youGodiiness:

The only purposeof humanexistencds to realize
the onenesf his existencewith God. Thisis the goal
of allhumanslet him bespiritualor not. If Goddecides
to callall His childrenbackto His Paradis¢hroughone
commandHe would say,6 Kn gowr Go d | i Buie
for ordinarypeoplevhocarryabundankarmaof many
lives, it may not be possibleto evenunderstandvhat
it meansT h awhyspiritual peoplelaid somerituals
to activateFaith and other divine qualitiesin human
mind. Forthosewho couldgraspthe meaningof God,
therealizedbeingssimplyaskto strengtherheir Faith.
No rituals arerequiredfor thosewho areblessedwith
faithin God.Thosewhohavefaith andthosewho have
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it not, both havethe commongoal of God realization
through Self realization. But these people lose the
ultimateideabehindtheritualsandfaith in thefantasy
of theirmulti colouredego.lt notonly keepghemaway
from their ultimate goal but also causesnharmony
amongthemselvesSo,thefirst moralcomesstraightto
all: tothosewhoareadvanceanthepath tothosewho
arehalftheawayto thosewhoareyetto start.fiDevelop
yourGod!l i.nesso

g S@St 2 LIAGodinegsdy 6 © meadpraying
for snippetslt is seekingour own naturein whatevemway
onefeelgjust. Oneshowdaith anddevotionfor somany
reasonsfor gettingwealth,for havinggoodhealth,for
solving problemsfor enjoyinggood status etc. These
are not efforts for feeling Godliness.They are for
developingo n eextra stuff which is going to vanish
somedayanyway. Even after getting the desired
materialobjects peoplestill desirefor moreandmore
materialthings. Instead,one should devotea part in
o n @dilsscheduldor GodandGod alone.Only this
canbetakenas® e vel opGod!| iolmsveuds .
developo n evingodlinesdittle by little whichin due
coursewill rendertheinbornstrengthandmaturityto
take careof the whole world, asit is seenasa part of
Self.Here,l d i dpresctibeanymethodfor feeling the
Godlinesslt isleftto o n evinadaptability.

To put it in simple terms, @evel opi ng on
God!l i mears&Gde v e b n gribarrglove and
passionfor Go dA8 God is in all beings,it literally
meansd De v e b o goéesorall beingsi including
hishero wn 6 .

2. D o nhart living beings:

The secondcommandments 6 D o huttliving
b e i Ahpphgsicaharmaloneisnotharm-themental
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harmscausedhroughunfair actslike bribes,cheating,
egotism,insults are also harms.Wrong philosophies,
forcedaffiliations, politics andbusines$n thereligions

are alsoharmsto the soul. If oneis not humble,not
disciplined notrighteousthenhewould hurtsomeone

or theother;in away,hehurtshimself.6 Li hienggs 0
alsoincludeyour own being,which meansd o rhort
yourselfout of ignorance!

3. Live in harmony with nature:

Godcreatedhatureto teachuslessonsn theprocess
of knowingourselvesButwetry toteacmaturehrough
ourlimitedand6 p o | knowledge®t Ihees ghatn s 6
hurt all of us asa whole. We wantto tell the nature
thatwe canlive without respectingHer rules.God let
usknow the powerof atom.We hadusedit to destroy
cities and are still destroyingmany seacreaturesand
reptilesin thenameof 6 t e sNotionlyghte creatures,
butthegeographicabalancdoo getshlowsthroughour
knowledge.The ozonelayer tears;the temperatureof
theearthpicksup;theiceof thepolesmeltsabnormally.
Wes h o u fight with the nature We ¢ a mebiealall
of Her mysteries.But, if we could divert the search
inside,thenwe canknow the Masterbehindall these.
God helpsthosewho arein harmonywith nature.So,
keeptheenvironmentlean befriendly with thefellow
beingsandd o rirgtb overplaywith your freewill in
thematterof geographicalvell being.

4. Revere your parents:

One may get anythingin the world throughone 6 s
strength throughthefist or pistol. Butthesehingswill
nothelpin attainingdivinewisdom.Godwill bestowit
only to his humbledevoteesGod lets everyonehave
parentsto learnwhat obedienceand humility means.
(Theremay be personsvho do not haveparentsalive
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or known, but thereis no humanbeingin this world
without parentsneverthelessuchpeopleshouldlearn
humblenesghrough some other channelof God or
from God Himself). The children areto be obedient
andhumbleto their parentsAnd theparentshouldbe
the role modelsto their children.Only unconditional
love canmakeoneobedientto someoneif we wantit
to happematurally.If theé o b e dhagpandoecibly
or with someexpectationthenit will not be a true
obedience Parentsand children are boundin many
ways naturally, thus the children should reveretheir
parentghroughouttheirlife. Theremaybedifferences
of opinion betweenparentsand children, but the
humblenesaindthe baseof it s h 0 u thdngeEven
the sanyasislike Adhi Sankaracharyaand Ramana
Maharshipaid homageto their parents(mother in
particular),thoughthey had differencesof opinion at
somepoint of their life. If the situationis such,think
abouthematerialpeopleWed o me#edtofind reasons
to giverespecto our parents\Wejusthaveto doit.

5 Livetotherule of 6 o manistoorewo mano :

Thisis to remindonenot only to havecontrol over
thesexualdesirebutto checkall kamag all desires.

Sensualexcitementstake one away from one 6 s
true identification. T h awhy the Sanyasistay away
from all sortsof excitementsparticularlyfrom sexual
excitementBut the worldly peopled o rh@vécourage
to renouncethe sensualpleasures. They haveto be
moderaten thesensearatification,particularlyin their
sexualappetite. They alsowantto assurehatthereis
no intervention or intrusion in their affairs. That 6 s
why oneto-one relationshipis prescribedon moral
andlegalgroundsthroughthe executionof marriages.

The Sanyasigouldrenouncesex,becaus¢heyknow a
superiomleasureSimilarly, in orderto havecontrolin
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sensuagxcitementspnehasto diverthisconcentration
towardshigherlevelsof 6 e x ¢ i toedneemmotts d ns 6 .

Generallyexcepin Islam,peoplepreferto live with
only onelife-partner.In Islamtoo, the modernblend
like to live with onespousePolygamyis notamustin
Islam.l tjutanoption.Allah saydn theQuran4:3:fi | f
youfearthatyoushallnotbeableto dealjustly with the
orphansmarry womenof your choice,two, or three,
or four; butif youfearthatyou shallnotbeableto deal
justly (with them),then(marry)onlyo n e éTbefirst
thing is multiple marriagesarepermittedin Islamin a
crucialsituation- atthe endof a war. Secondhing is
it is for thosewho dealjustly. And The Kuran (4:129)
itself overrulesthe common h u ma pogsility of
beingjustwith morethanonespouseThus,polygamy
is permissionin Islam, not compulsion. Islam too
upholdstheoneto onerule.

Whatis moreimportantis o n endex discipline’i
the pure way of inner life. There havebeenspiritual
seerdn thehistory of all religionswho hadmorethan
onespouseandstill beedovedby God.But,it happened
in somespeciakircumstancesdt is notmeantfor all.

6 Onomner e | aigaiwaysgdodfor o n edtisl
and spiritual life. This is alsothe law of nature.The
male to femaleratio is the proof for this. It is very
much balancedthroughoutthe world. There is no
immoderationin the numbersof maleto female.l t 6 s
alwaysprettycloseto eachother.

Even for trivial reasons,some keep breaking
relationship®raddingunnecessamelationshipslong
theway. Thisis nottheway.| ttrGesthatthe powerof
environmenthasmakingsilent violent tremorsin the
| ay manerdife. Wes h o u bedomépteysto the
externalenvironment.Somehowwe all needto stay
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unitedin thefamily for thesakeof thefuturegeneration
and of coursefor our own betterment.We needto
exhibit the young generatioronly the good examples
throughour speectanddeedslf theloyalty remaingn
theheart,it happengjuietnaturallyandeasily.

In orderto remainloyal, thecoupleneedoloveeach
otherin thebroadersensé notjustwithin thephysical
perspective They needto know eachother through
heartandsoul. Theyneedo remainunitedin achieving
highergoals Theyshouldcarefullyplaytheirmutualrole
in bringing up their childrenwith love anddiscipline.
They shouldhold commonspiritual ideologies.Then,
they canstick to this rule quietnaturally.l tvéngrare
to seesuchacouplethesedays.Thus,6 | i onétoog e 6
requiresbroaderunderstandingand mutual respect
betweerthecouple.

While mostof the religionsput Godin afar place
abovethe reachof an ordinary man,the ancientand
still living cultureof Indiasays) G dsthy o Thefirst
moral- developingp n ewwnsGodlinessis emphasized
and illustratedin India by many divine beings.The
numbeiiscountlessin India,naturéhadbeerrespected
and worshippedfrom the agespast. But the present
generatiomagolookatthisaspecserioushyandshould
try to bein harmonywith nature Themoralof oneman
isto onewomanis awidely acceptegbrinciplein India.
This moralwasstressedn the ancientscriptureqThe
stories of Sathyavani Savithri, Athri Maharishi -
AnusuyaDevi, Ramai Sita)andthereareindividuals
still following it. Parent@rerespectethere. Thehistory
andepicsof thenationhadlaid wide exampledor this.
Thestory of Rama,the story of Sravang the story of
Parasuramand much more.Herethe virtue of non
violence is strengthenedoy many individuals from
agespastto the present’ to sayfor exampleBagawan
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Budha,BagawarMahaveeraAdhi Sankaracharyssri
RamalingaAdigal andMahatmaGandhi.

It is not thatall Indiansin the pastfollowed all the
morals perfectly. But the majority of them tried to
follow thesemorals.Whenmajority try to follow these
morals,therewill be only trivial painandpanicin the
world. Now majority of us are not botheredto make
evenatrivial attemptto practicetheseprinciplesT h at 6 s
why here thesemoralsareemphasizedonically.

To keepremindingtheserulesto everyonemyself
and my mother jointly worked out and carved a
commandmenstonein three templeswith the five
commandmentssculptured in  Tamil, English and
Telugu.We alsogottheimageof Lingamsculpturedn
the top-middle of the stone By eithersideswe havea
Nandhi(Ox) anda lamp. The templeswherel placed
thesemoral stones:1. Sri Raja Rajeswaritemple
in my village, 2. Sri Arunachaleswaratemplein the
adjacenvillage, 3. Sri Valeeswaratemple,RamagGiri,
AndhraPradeshlLet megive a brief explanatiorhere.

Lingam is the symbol of both Iswara (Father)
andShakthi(Mother).

Iswara representsSath (All -pervasivenes®r the
ExistenceortheTruth).ShakthirepresentSith (Energy
or Inteligence).Theyarenottwo i butindivisible One.
Theox is the symbolof thesoul (Son).If it realizeghe
SathandSith partof i tSélfshenit dwellsin Ananda
(Bliss); it feelsliberated Dharma(righteousness} the
linking cordbetweeratherMotherandSon Dharmais
to support Sathya(the undiluted Truth in everyone
which is noneotherthanthe Spirit or Self). Sathyas
stable Dharmamay changeaccordingo the situation.
Forexamplep D ohardnbtherb e i isthesulieof Sath.
It appliesto everyoneeverywhere.This rule may be
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overruledby Dharmawhenasituationforcestheruler
to punishtheculprits.It isonlyto supportSath hencet
is DharmaWhentheinjury ismadeoinnocentpeople,
it is Adharma.DharmaandAdharmaarein the hands
of Jeevagsoulswith the body). TheJeevahasfreedom
to selectthe courseof i taétien.If it follows Dharma,
thenit is savedlIf it takesAdharmathenit suffers.The
first five commandmentsare the basicDharmato be
followed by anyone.The faithful adherencdo these
commandmentsvould leadoneto Home. The lamps
to thesidesof the Lingamrepresentheeyesof wisdom
and love. It is only throughtheseeyesthat one can
beholdtheTruth or the Selfor God.

Thesamoralsarenotfor Indiaalone;theyarefor all.
Thosewho believein Sanathan®harmai Righteous
living 7 will accepthesemoralsasit is. And it is not
enough.TheyshouldTRY to follow themin their own
lives. Thisis therealsupportonecanrenderto thewell
beingof 0 n edtien,to thewhole of the humankind,
to the whole universeand mostimportantlytoone 6 s
ownself.
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Idol worship

his idol worshipis in everyaspeciof our life. The

idols or imagesmeana lot to many. The world
itself is anidol. All thosewho worship(nurture)their
body areidolaters,saysthe Vedhantist Had you seen
6 C a Aw ayad Englishmovie camein the nineteen
nineties?ts not a movie of mystery,history, religion,
sciencdfiction, or terror.| ta&acialmovietelling the
feelingsof amanwhois castaway.Theherois left alone
in anislandwheretherearenohumansTherehefindsa
volleyballandmakest hislover.Herelategheimageof
thevolleyballto thebeingof hisloverwhois hundreds
of milesawayfrom him. He talks to the volleyball, he
guarrelswith the volleyball, he nurturesthe volleyball,
he explainshis plansto the volleyball. For him, it is
notavolley ball - its abeingof hislover.Forhim, heis
notalonein theislandsolong asthe volleyball is with
him! Whenhe happendo loseit in thereturnvoyage,
he cries,yells, crawlsin painlike anything all for just
atorn volleyball' The herois not a manwho is sunk
in superstitionsheis very mucharationalman.If you
arealittle frankandhonestyouwill accepthat,when
you watchthe movie, you too would be movedwhen
the heromissesthe volleyball in the ocean!Why? 1| t
all afootball. Whenyou arepreparedo takethe hero
applyingtheattributesof ahumanbeingto animageas
reasonablenderhis owncircumstanceshenwhy you
condemrtheHindu or aBuddhistwhenhe appliesthe
attributesof Godto anidol?

While talking about the sect of Hinduism who
worshipsdols, SwamiVivekanandaaysfi T h isthea
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the Bhakt+Yogafor the man of emotionalnature the
lover. He wantsto love God. He reliesuponanduses
all sortsof rituals, flowers,incensebeautifulbuildings,
formsandall suchthings.Do you meanto saytheyare
wrong?Onefact | musttell you. It is goodfor you to
rememberjn this country especiallythatthewo r | d 6 s
greatspiritual giantshaveall beenproducedonly by
thosereligious sectswhich have beenin possession
of very rich mythology and ritual. All sectsthat
haveattemptedo worship God without any form or
ceremonyhavecrushedwvithout mercyeverythingthat
is beautiful and sublimein religion. Their religion is
fanaticismatbest,adry thing. Thehistoryof theworld
isastandingwitnesgo thisfact. Thereforedonotdecry
theserituals and mythologies.Let peoplehavethem;
let thosewho sodesirehavethem.Do not exhibit that
unworthyderisivesmile,fi T hagejools;let themhave
i tNot&o;the greatestmen| haveseenin my life, the
most wonderfully developedin spirituality, have all
comethroughthe discipline of theserituals. | do not
hold myselfworthy to sit at their feet, and for me to
criticizethem!Howdol knowhowthesddeasactupon
the humanmind, which of them| am to acceptand
whichto rejectAeareaptto criticiseeverythingn the
world withoutsufficientwarrant Letpeoplehaveall the
mythologytheywant,with its beautifulinspirationsfor
you mustalwaysbearin mind thatemotionalnatures
do not carefor abstractdefinitions of the truth. God
to themis somethingtangible,the only thing thatis
real; they feel, hear,and seeHim, andlove Him. Let
them havetheir God. Your rationalistseemdo them
to belike thefool who,whenhe sawa beautifulstatue,
wantedto breakit to find out of what materialit was
made .BhaktYogateachegshemhow to love, without
any ulterior motives,loving God andloving the good
becauset is goodto do so, not for going to heaven,
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norto getchildren,wealth,or anythingelse.lt teaches
themthatloveitself is the highestrecompensef love-
that God Himselfis love...Thehighestphrasethat can
expresgim, thehighestideathatthehumanmind can
conceiveof Him, isthatHeistheGodofl ove. 0

The Lord has declaredto the Hindu in His
incarnationasKrishna,fi min everyreligion asthe
threadthrougha string of pearlsWhereverthou seest
extraordinanholinessandextraordinarypowerraising
andpurifying humanityknowthouthatlamt her e. 0

So he doesnot find any difference betweenthe
onewho triesto find Godin churchesor mosqueor
temples.For him, they all are his friends and fellow
beings- all belongingto theoneraceof love.

SwamiVi ve kameauwsidaos

fi . . . ik warietyys the plan of nature,and the
Hinduhasrecognisedt. Everyotherreligionlaysdown
certainfixed dogmasandtriesto forcesocietyto adopt
them.It placesheforesocietyonly onecoatwhich must
fit Jackand John and Henry, all alike... TheHindus
havediscoveredhatthe absolutecanonly berealised,
or thoughtof, or statedthroughthe relative,andthe
images, crossesand crescentsare simply so many
symbols- somanypegsto hangthe spiritualideason.
€ Idols or templesor churchesareonly the supports,
the helps,of his spiritual childhood:but on andon he
mustp r o g r asatthatthighelpis necessarfor
everyoneputthosethatdonotneedit havenoright to
saythatit iswrong.Norisit compulsoryinHi ndui s m. 0
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Symbols- aglance

Let me give someidea here abouta few Saivaite
symbols.

Lingam

| tthée symbolof ShaivaitesTheoriginal Lingamis
of theshapeof anellipsoid.Andit is placedonasuitable
platform. The shapeof the platform may change but
the Lingamis alwaysin the form of an ellipsoid and
is alwaysperpendiculato the earth.Why it is so?lIt
representdhe beginninglessand endlesscolumn of
light thatappearetbeforeall otherGods.Thisreference
isin ShivaPurana.

fi T hpopular belief is that the Siva Lingam
representshe phallusor the virile organ,the emblem
of the generativepoweror principle in nature.This is
not only aseriousmistake butalsoagraveblunder.In
the postVedic period, the Linga becamesymbolical
of the generativepower of the Lord Siva. Linga is the
differentiatingmark. It is certainlynotthesexmark.

Linga Puranasays:Pradhananprakritir yadahus
lingamuttamam; Gandhavarnarasairhinam sabda
sparsadvarjitamd The foremost Linga which is
primary andis devoidof smell, colour, taste,hearing,
touch,etc.,is spokerof asPrakriti (Nature).

Lingameans ma in 8ahskritlt is asymbolwhich
pointsto an inference.When you seea big flood in
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ariver, you infer that therehad beenheavyrainsthe
previousday.Whenyou seesmoke youinfer thatthere
is fire. This vastworld of countlesformsis a Linga of
the OmnipotentLord. When you look at the Linga,
your mind is at onceelevatedandyou beginto think
of theLord.

Lord Siva(God)is really formless.He hasno form
of hisownandyetall formsareHis forms.All formsare
pervadedy Lord Siva.Everyformistheform or Linga
of LordSi v-awwdallsaivism.com

FromVedanta:A subtlerepresentativef God that
is presentin our body. Kundalini is coiled with it in
three and half coils. This is what Shiva Lingam and
shakecoiled aroundit depictin our temples.lt shows
Paramatmarn the form of Atman and Shaktiin the
form of Kundalini.

FromSankyaTheMool Prakritithatabsorbsll the
Vikriti camefromiit.

SimplemeaningLingamliterally meansa symbol-
thesymbolthathelpsusto knowto recognizeanyevent
or matterasstatedabove.

Thefollowing is what God Himself saysaboutthis
symbolin ShivaPuranavhenHe appeareasacolumn
of light thatneitherhasabeginningnoranend.

fi havetwo forms, Sakalawith form) andNishkala
(formless). This column of light is my real form.
Brahmanis my Nishkalaform andMaheshwaras my
Sakalgorm. Whenl comewith sixteerkalas,| become
Sakalaeandwhenl ampresentn thecrudeenergyl am
calledBrahman Brahmanmeansthe mostenormous
(Brihat) and the creator of all. Lingam depicts my
formlessBrahmanpower.Thisis my Lingam(symbol).
Lingam (Brahman)and Lingee (Atman) are same.
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Thereforethe greatsoulsshouldalsoworshipme.One
who hasestablishedshiva Lingam somewherén his
life getsSayujyaM o k s (Tleeonewhoisreferredchere
actuallyis the one who had establishedr found the
Godlyaspecbf o n sdldHe getsthehighestsalvation
1 thestateof beingapartandparcelof God.)

Third e

Lord Siva is said to have a third eye between
eyebrowsThisisto symbolizethetruththatweall have
athird eyebetweerour eyebrowsThosewhobotherto
know aboutit, cometo know aboutit. Thosewho do
meditationconsistentlywould feel the third eye.So, it
is just not a symbol,but areality. Amongthe six astral
centersof the body, the third eye (AgnayaChakra)is
the top mostcenter.Raisingthe consciousnestw the
third eyeis not an easytask. There are peoplewho
did it through various spiritual efforts over several
incarnationsWell, why oneshouldbotherto6 a wa k e n 6
thethird eye?Thethird eyeis describedhsthe doorto
the eternity. Thosewho awakenedhethird eyeproved

it already.
gl

[’—-;j—jt/'}
£ #
) |
Chin Mudra

Lord Dakshina Moorthi, another name of the

SaivaiteGod, symboliseghe goalof the soulthrough
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His Chin Mudhra.He showsHis palmto the devotees,
with the indexfinger leaningtowardsthe thumb. The
indexfingersymboliseshesoul. Theotherthreefingers
symboliseghe threedustsor malamsaroundthe soul.
Thethumbwhichstanddifferentfrom all otherfingers
symbolisesGod. By naturethe index finger the soul
standswith thethreeotherfingers-threemalams the
dustof materiality,the dustof causeandeffectandthe
dustof ego,thoughit is nextto thethumb- God. In
orderto reachGod onemustleavethethreedustsand
leanoneseltowardsGod.

The Potent,Lord Siva, when comesinto life and
spread#iimselfacrosdHis Cosmosasenergyis known
asShakthi.God is both the Potentandthe Power.To
symbolisthis, we haveArdha Nareesewar®oopamin
Saivam.Since,Godis the only Potentit hasbecomea
trendto referHim in malegenderAnd His Powerthe
manifested energyis referredin femalegenderSome
peoplemayrelatethiswith theirlowermaterialpursuits
andmayassuméoolishthings.So,Upanishadseferthe
CosmicBelovedaso | It iheyondthe classifications
of gender, cast, color, name, simply beyond any
classification.fi T hvehich remains,after everything
is negatedas6 N ¢ t i6 3\,0 h a thad is Brahmam
( G o dgysChandogydJpanishad.The symbolsare
usedonly to supportandsimplify thetruth.

Sofar we hadseerafew symbolsof Saivaites.

In the sameway the symbols of other groups-
that of Vaishnavaites that of Kaumarites - that of
Ganpatyasthatof Sauras thatof Sakthas alsoreveal
philosophicaland spiritual truths in varying depths.
Not only the idols - the templestoo exhibit spiritual
truths.
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All thesebranchestandononeroot- TheVedhanta.
Eachpathhasits own featureghoughthe destination
isthesameA few appliedtheirowntasteso theforms
andtheoriesleavingout the essencavhich resultedin
superstitionanddogmatismThis problemis in every
religion. Butit is notthefault of thereligion.

The Swastik symbol

Thissymbolis sopopularin andoutsideour nation.
It hasbeenreveredasthe symbolof auspicepowerand
wealth.Surprisinglyjit hasbeentakenasasymbolfor a
partyin Germanydecadedack.

=

Weall know howfar the partymadechangesn the
world - in aviolentway.But, this symbolhasnothingto
do with violencewhatsoever!

The Swastiksymbol (given above)of our religion,
thatappeardo besosimple,toohasi to@wrsmeaning.
The Swastiksymbolhasfour differentendsall starting
from different directions. But all the lines join in
one point. Unity in diversity - this is what Swastik
SymbolisesThisis thesymbolof Hinduism.Thisis the
freedomgiven here.If we look at it the otherway; it
is the one Almighty that hasspreadthroughvarious
religionsandideas.So, it is right to acceptthe saying
that Hinduismis not a restrictedreligion with a rigid
path,butthemotherof all truereligionsthatoperateon
thecommoneternalprinciples.

My religion nevertaughtmeto saythatonly those
who belongto my pathwill goto heaverandtherest
to the hell. The Godis for all- from a laymanlike me
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to awarrior; from afarmerto amillionaire; from ariot
to a noble man, from an innocentto an educated|t
givesimmensereedonto all to chooseheir ownway,
on the commoneternalbasecalled Vedhanta. It has
four standardpathsfitting varioustemperamentand
liking- the pathof duty (KarmaYoga),the pathof love
(Bakthi Yoga- thisis the placewhereidols haveamajor
role),thepathof knowledgg Gnanayoga)andthepath
of control and concentration(Raja Yoga). As already
mentionedYogameanaunion. Thusit triesto uniteall
differencedn the nameof God. It evenhasa placefor
thosewho criticise and argueover its principlesand
God. It nevercursesanyonefor their beliefs. It gives
freedomto everyoneto talk and to havetheir own
beliefs.In duecoursemanyof suchpersonstakingthis
advantagehadcomeunderanyof its standargaths.

HinduismasksHindusto treateveryonealike and
thatis why evenwhenshegetsblowsfrom all sidesshe
alwaysstandgatientlyandendlesshasamother.

A few friends,whenthey do not know of the goal
of their religion, wastetheir precioustime in doing
researchesn otherreligions.Nothing or no one can
shacklethe authenticityof our religion. As we all see
now, they do not know evenwhat a layman of the
Vedic religion knows.My humbleword to them, take
it asanadviceor a caringword from atrue deserving
friend, is, know your religion first. If in any place, it
asksyouto insult otherreligions,or encouragegouto
be partialwith otherpeoplethenit is thetime for you
to doresearctonyourreligion. | amsureJesugChrist,
BhagawarBuddha,ProphetMohammedor any other
spiritualbeing,Sonor Representativesf God hadnot
said so. No researchwork or any sort of authenticity
is requiredfor a religion that alreadyhad registered
i tadtleenticityin thelife of billions overaperiodthat
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neitherhavea beginningnor an end.Whatis needed
is understandingndstill betterunderstandingf your
ownselves.

i L oyewrreligion,sothatyoumaypracticeit with
greateffaith. And wheneachonepracticeshisreligion
with faith, therecanbe no hatredin the world, for all
religionsarebuilt onuniversal o vsaysSt SathyaSai
Baba,Thepresenfurnavathaof India.
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Thegoalof anyreligion

he intellect who talks aboutreligionsand culture

mustusehis intellectlike a balancelf he decides
his own conclusionin the very beginningandthrows
all his mentalstuff to justify the same thenthe result
will be nothingmorethanan interestingnovel. If the
intellect useshis wisdomtowardsreachingthe higher
royal ends ashe goeson andon, hewould seethatthe
highestiruth he cansees love. Truthis the onewhich
is the samea few million yearsago,the samenow and
will bethe sameafteratrillion centuriesandremains
the sameforever - it simply staysout of time and
spaceWhat canhe achievejf thereis no truth in his
work?l amsorry,if | donotappeakind here for | am
neitheranintellectnor religious,thisis alayman.| do
not meanthateverylaymanof my nationknowsthese
basicthings. What | meanis just by knowing them|
maynot beaVedhanticSeerfor thetestof the Viedhic
religion is Realisation- not knowing or reading.lt is
practicingwhatwe learnt.How canl, whenlhav en 6 t
learntto practiceeventhe alphabet®f my religion, do
researctono t h eeligisnd? But thanksto the vitality
of thenationandthereligion- | ammadeto find faults
in myselfandin my family - andto presenthemhere
in areasonablanddiplomaticmanner- | believe!This
isnotto hurtanyone butto correctourselves.

But somefriendsthink that the Vledhicreligion is
amoral stagnanandnotfor the6 e | Itiistthe €inhplest
for the simple, the toughestfor the tough, a high
moral religion for a moral manandlooks amoralfor
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of the samekind. Beforetalking of it, one mustread
and understandhe 108 Upanishadof GnanaKanda
of Vedhas,if o n difé Eme permitsit. Or atleasttry
to understandor yourself the 11 basic Upanishads
prescribedby theVedantistsTheonly optionwehaveis
to equipourselvesvith theeternawisdomgivenbythe
Vedhicreligion. Only intuition andfaith canhelpone
understandhereligion,notintellectualor mind power.

If you really feel like criticizing something,then
criticize our political brothersvho hadgiventoo much
freedomin the mattersof religion!... for not taking
careto preservethe real treasuref the nation, for
havingrestrictedthe massedrom havingtheir actual
religion, for havinglet afew makeyearsof researcton
the religion only to conclude 6 . VedHhicaeeligion is

A

basicallya mor al . 6

Writing or talkingaboutareligionis notlike giving
cricketcommentaryEveryonecannot do that,should
notdothat.Wearenot Vivekanandar Sankaracharya.
| againaccepthat! do not hold myselfworthy to talk
of my religion - | meanit, for whatl know is not even
adrop,andl would like to saythatthereis no usein
making researchesind criticisms on any religion for
meritoriouscertificateswith anarrowandbiasedview.
Onenevemeeddo makeresearchegnreligions.If you
want somethingbetter, make yourself better. Do not
talk aboutotherreligionsbeforeknowingyour own.

Any layman canwrite hundredsof bookson the
traditions of any religion making yearsof research.
| w o nsayia singleword of your imageand beliefs. |
respectyour beliefs for the degreeof faith you and
our friendshaveon themfor centuriesaftercenturies.
After all we arehumansandhavelimitations.Wec a n 6 t
know everything.Thevery basicrationalquestiorthat
everyoneshouldaskwithin ourselvess aboutour own
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existenceln the answellies the true happinesspeace
andthetruth thatwe areessentialljoneandthe same.
Thusthepurposeof thereligionis realisation Uniting
in diversities.

We want to proclaim that we arethe 6 br oadest 6
minded people.We take every foreign object...good
or bad...withan 6 o p learlLet us havesomeplace
in it for theroot of our own cultureandreligion. Due
to our ignorance misinterpretationsfalse ideologies
andg o v donfis®nin their treatmentwe are let to
beonein themillions who do not knowthe essencef
our religion. Thereforejet us solveour problemswith
thestrengthof theroot. Letusnotcondemrthebeliefs
and principles of any religion including that of our
own. We mustfeel proudthatwe neverhadagroupor
amissionaryin our historywith anintentionof pulling
or criticizing the peopleof otherreligionsby anytrade.
Thoseall comehereand mergewith us,comeat their
ownwill, andfor only onepurpose realisation.

One side taking the blows in the temples
and monuments,one side facing the abusesand
misinterpretations, yet another side facing the
multimediaandpartialeducatiorthatstronglysupport
and nurture a foreign culture which is not at all
conduciveto our growth- all onceagaingive ablow to
oureternahalf-forgottenreligion. Thereligion of India
will nevergo.Letusglorify ourreligion- notmerelyby
arguingoverits principlesbutbyadheringoits proven
chieftenetswhich arepurity, truthfulnessandlove.

Lastly,| wouldlike toendwith SwamiVi vekanandab
words:Ai R e | is,@ftealh realisation,and we must
makethesharpestlistinctionbetweenalk andintuitive
experienceWhat we experiencen the depthsof our
soulsis realisationNothingindeedis souncommoras
commonsensen regardtothismat t er . 0
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IPART IV z
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FOR THE NATI ONe
i

Foreword

Thesechapterdearrandomthoughts;still they all

arerelatedto India in someway. So,| broughtthem
hereunderthetitte 6 Fthen at i on € 6

Thereisnoapparentink in theseessaysheyall are

islandsi but they all deservelo appeaiin the map of
India.
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Nat ipade 0 s

at i pride@ssotaonemanshow.Everycitizen

hasarole in it. We haveso muchto sayon this
topic. It mayrunintovolumesdf wetry to sayeverything
abouté Nat p o h Bee)we are restricting our
concernwith two publicissued)Respectinghe guests
andii) maintainingcleanlinessn thepublic places.

Audlience played:

In the crucial 5th one dayer betweenlIndia and
Zimbabweheld at Guwahathion 19th March, 2002,
India hit a big score.And the Zimbabwewas playing
quite well. Infact, they werein a betterposition at a
particularpoint of the game.This botheredhe Indian
audience.Their faces showed the worries of their
incapacityto meetthe defeat. Then starteda unique
match by the audience.They started beating their
empty plastic bottleswith handsand other materials
and madea big noisein the groundto distractthe
rivals. It was very much frustrating evento the TV
watcher.How the rivals would havefelt? Thousands
andthousand®f peoplecoveringaroundtwo persons
andmakingextremelyugly noisesandsmokesDueto
this ugly behaviourof theaudiencethe Zimbabwehad
to loseits lastfive wicketsfor lessthan10 runs. After
thisé v i ctheaudignégumpedinto theskyfor their
0 e xd rr dai -pedgarnyaidce.

Yes,it is extraordinary,in the sensethe matchwas

playedby the audience not by the players.Of course,
it is acceptabldor theaudiencdo expresshe pleasure

126



Thus Spake India

andpain.Butthisistoo much.lt is ashamefuthingto

call it avictory. It is ashamefuthingto callthemé t h e
a udi dhesesorisof audiencaarenotonlyin India

- butalsoin someothernations6 Withnoughhookor

c r oisrtod n d poly) evenif it is agame!People

of India aretoo muchcrazyaboutthe gameof cricket;
cricketers are not the only representativegor the

n at iprde. fhdia would feel honor,to her genuine
effortseverwhenshelosesratheto6wai ¢ tthoough 6
unfairmeans.

Purity in public places:

Purity of public placesis the leastcaredaspectin
India. We all claimrights overthe public propertyand
fail to realiseourdutyin keepinghemclean Wehaveso
manylawsto controlpollutionin publicareaslin trains,
we havea caution sayingthat smokingis prohibited
andthosewho smokeinsidethetrainwill bepunished.
We seeour friends smokingright underthe caution
board.In someotherplacesywe seemessagboarddike
6 Pl d a mdlatethisp | aRight®n thetop of the
messageye spitpawnandfeelproudofouré r i gndt s 6
6fr e e\t exathtethis6 r | antd for e endalb mod
public placessubwaysrailway stationsyoads And the
pity is the police himself (who is supposedo control
thesehings)pollutethe public places.

Nat ipdde@sisoneveryi n di vshaulderd. 6 s
Thefollowing storywill revealthis fact.

An Indian friend oncehadbeento JapanHe was
travelingin atrain. As usual,dueto his pasthabitual
practice,he put his foot on the vacantoppositechair
whichwasactuallymeanfor sittingandusedt asafoot
rest.In a stationa Japanesgot into his compartment.
He camenearto him andsawour f r i eosti@.s
Our friend got puzzledas what the Japanesdriend
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was going to do. The Japaneséook ourf r i degsd 6 s
satonthechairandkeptourf r i degsHadlkon his
(Japanesdpaps.Our friend wasreally amazedof this
behaviourand asked,i S whiat are you doing? Your
dresgyetsd i Mhedapaneskiendreplied:

i Infy dressgetsdirty, it is aninsult only to me.
But, if the chairgetsdirty, andif foreignersseeit, then
i ta8hlmmeto my nation.| ¢ a tofertateanyinsult to
myn a t iThisvapanes&iend provedresponsibility
in both the two aspectf keepinghisn a t ipade,6 s
viz respectinghis guestsand maintainingcleanliness
in the public places!l couldheresomeonesayingd ist
becaus®f the respecthatIndiansgavetothe6 guest s 6,
Indiagotfetteredor afewc e n t Thethiegshatour
ancestorshowedo theinvadersiuringtheirentrywas
notd r e s ipveasot sot; u pouptedwitlyi nnocenceod.
Of course the guestgoo haverulesto follow in lands
outsidetheirterritory. If theybreakthemwith amotive,
thentheyareno moreguests theybecomecriminals.
Well, we needto give respectto our guests- not to
criminals!
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Universalityof India

his question had been harassingme for quite
sometime whenl wasworking for aforeignbank.
fi Y omiite in sucha mannerthat you arevery much
concernediboutyour nation.But you areworking for
aforeignbanki for thenationthatkeptindiaunderits
powerfor morethantwo centuriesisthatr i ght ? 0

| expressedhis doubtto afew of my friends.One
said,ii Y onationdid not give you anyjob. So,youare
servingfor someonavho gaveyou ajob. It is not your
mi s t Anbtkersaid,i Y daveto feedyourstomach
first. Stopaskingguestiondike thisanddothejob given
toy o Wnesaid,A Y shouldhavebeenin Indiasome
100yearsh a cYetarmvthersaid,i T hraelgdusin the
longpasti butnotnow.It is notanenemynationnow.
Our nationis havingmutualunderstandingvith it in
severahr eas . 0

| was not convincedof theseanswersAfter two
years) hadajob opportunityin anindianorganization.
I gotthroughin thewrittentestandwasaskedo attend
theinterview.l cameoutfrom theforeignorganization.
Theintervieweraskedwhy | wantedto comeout from
my thenemployerl said,ii Wanttoworkfor India,s i r 0
Theinterviewersaidsmilingly, i T h o weguebased
in India, we aredoingprojectsfor the US.But the bank
you are talking aboutwork for Indians here though
they are basede | s e wihteed ® .canvince,ist i | | ,
theorigini s éTaeinterviewerinterruptedi Wh ig t
thatcountsDestinationoro r i ¢l saidi? B o 1 feltod .
thatit wasratheradisobedieninswerl d i dgetthe
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job. Later| startedmy own smallbusinessn my native
town.T h aatdifiesentstory!

But, no one needsto botheraboutthe origin or
destinatioror the placeof work. Theworld hasshrunk
now. All thatneedto be bothereds whetherwe work
for theright purpose.

It is saidthatonly two personsarehavingstatuesn
almostall thenationsof theworld. Both of themarethe
citizensof India. Oneis theIndianbornindiancitizen
I MahatmaGandhi. The otheroneis Albanianborn
Indiancitizeni Mother TeresaTheyareremembered
till daybecaus¢heyhadrenderedservicedeyondthe
boundarie®f their nations.Gandhijiworkedin South
Africa for morethantwentyyearsandfoughtinjustice
doneto the humanityin the nameof color. Mother
Teresecameto India andfoughtagainsthe povertyof
themillions. So,theuniversakensef Indiais verywell
establishedby them.

6 F i igjustice - let it be anywhere,in any face.
Protectmoralityin all placesdbyallme a n Bhisiéthe
quality of India.
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Justice

ith so many complicationsand differencesthe
Wcourtsarefunctioningin tortoisespeedWhile
the majority of transactionsare centeredtoward the
casesof politicians and eminentpersonalitieswhich
arejumpingall the desksfrom the lower courtto the
specialcourt, from specialcourt to the High court,
from High courtto the Supremecourttill theé gui | t y 6
becomesd i n n otleedagntad standsin the queue
for decadesfor justice as | did for 15 years. The
lawyerssimply makinguseof the gapto makemoney.
Somethingshouldbedonefor thetimely justice.

Invariably the justice hasto be implementedthen
only we cancall it 6 j u sButiwhat ldappends the
convictedortheguilty find all6 h oih @uiscdnstitution
andbecomesd i n n ocAccaseviagfiled for mein a
lower court. Thejudgmentcameaftersevernyears.The
convictedventtoHighcourtforé hji uss Therit edk.
anothersevenyearsfor the judgment.Meanwhilethe
SupremeCourthaddecreasetherateof interestto be
paidon thecompensationgiventhroughcourtorders
from 12 to 9%. Though,the differencewasjust 3%, it
madea hugedifferencein the original compensation
andtherevisedcompensation.

The pity is my shrewd lawyer had receivedthe
judgment copy which meant just the opposite to
whatit shouldmean.Thatis, | wasaskedto paythe
compensatiorio the6 ¢ o n v Thejudeidl tetmsin
the court order meantthis way!. So, it took another
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half a yearfor me to getthe correctcourt orderand
compensation.

I thoughtof filing two moresuitsagainstthe court
proceedingsThefirst oneisto knowwhois responsible
for the loss that | bore for the changeof interest
ratemadeby the SupremeCourt. If | am given justi-
-ce twoyearsagq | would havegot a hugeamount.
For the delayin the justice,l shouldbe paid further
compensationBut what happeneds | was deprived
from the original compensatiorgiven by the lower
court.Whoisresponsibl¢othis?lsit theSupremeourt
who changedheinterestrate?or the slowproceedings
of theHigh andlower courts?0r myself?

Anothersuit| thoughtof filing is againsimy lawyer.
Becauseof his recklessnessthe compensationgot
delayedfor anothersix months.As a client, | amnot
expectedo know the legalandjudiciary termsof the
court proceedingsilt is his duty to checkthoseterms
andto seethat the orderis genuineand alright. He
failedto dothisfor which| facedtheloss.

| told this to my family andwasgiventhefollowing
advicefl Y alanecannotchangehepeopleSomehow,
you got the compensationBe happyfor that. We can
not go and checkthe proceedingof the court. Only
Godcancorrectthem. If youwantto drink waterin a
pool coveredwith leavesanddusts just cleanthelittle
portionwhereyouwantto takewaterandquenchyour
thirst. If youtry to cleanthewholepool,youcannever
quenchyourt hi r st . 0

Theexamplewasnice.lt mademethink for awhile.
If | file a caseagainstthe caseproceedingsthereis
no guaranteghat | would get justice immediately.It
may take anotherl5 years.Evenafterthat, | may not
getjustice,sincethe justicechangessit movesacross
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the boundariesof the courts.What is found correct

in one courtbecomedalsein the other.If atall | get
justice,thenit is atthe stakeof the Constitutionwhich

is familiar for its loop holes.Our constitutionis so
wonderfulthatanyculprit canbecomed i n n dfbee nt 6
knowsto 6 s t therighe¢p&rsons.

Mine was not a critical case.My life was not
dependenbn this judgment.But what would be the
condition of the thousandsof ordinary peoplewho
await justice to decidetheir lives? Can they quench
theirthirstwhensomeoneavhostandsasideis polluting
thepool?

A single person may not clean the whole pool. But,
if every single person cleans tisr part, the pool will
be clean one day.
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Hereis...yetanotherJalianWala
BaghMassacre

(The Tamil version of this letter was scripted by me and
was distributed in my locality when a project of road expansion
took place in 2005. The title Is 6 H e r wyeBanoter Jalan
Wala Bagh Ma s s afundeds of well grown trees were cut
in the process. | serta cquy of this to the office of the then chief
minister of Tamil Naalu,)

* * *

Herehundredsfliving beingsarebeingslaughtered.
But the headsarenot thatof humansput of trees.The
selfishnes®f humanitycrossesll limits andis silently
killing thehumankind itself.

HadweaskedroaderoadsEvenif thereisaneed,
let themfind a free path.In the nameof laying road,
theyareactuallykilling thetreesourinnocentfriends.
Thereis no oneto talk for them.Thereis no guts.Who
istheloser?Treesalone”Or thethousandsf creatures
dependingnthetreesalone™o. Humansarealsothe
losers.

Norain

Holein theozone
Increasingheat
Uncertainweatherconditions
Environmentatlisaster

All these happen due to the lessening trees

populationand the increasingsmokesand industrial
residues.We madeit that we can not control the
antinaturalindustries.But if we cut down the peace
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makerswho standagainstheeffectsof theanti-natural
elementswherewill the creatureggo?Wherecanwe

go? Due to the demonicselfishnessof the humans,
motherearthis getting devastatedA scientific study
saysthatthe temperaturef the earthis goingup. The

reasorfor thisis theexploitationof naturalwealthand

the increasingindustrial rests.The side effectsof this

areperilous.Hereis onefor example A scientificstudy
tellsthatthecominggenerationsvill haveto live in the

averagéemperaturef 50°C.

Friends,think andwakeup. Protectthe trees.And
protectyourselves.

Letusstopthis6 J a | i Baangtinabis laappening
verysimplyandcasuallyLetusprotectthetreesLetus
safeguardthe naturalwealth.

A plea to the State Government:

The GreatAsokaplantedand preservedrees.The
presentrulerskill thetrees.6 Weill plantmanytrees
for the sakeof onetreecut by u si éhis philosophy
d o e svarldpractically.Later they will say:6 wko n 6 t
haveenoughwaterevenfor humansWherewill wego
fort r e Eveni theycould,it will takemanyayears.
Thetreesstandinghereat presentare abouthundred
yearsold.Wed o nvéntto loseonecenturyold friends.
Pleaseconsideravoidingthe presenpathwhich s full
of treesandtry to find anothemwaywherewe haveless
no of treesIf notfor thesakeof othercreaturesfor the
sakeof humansatleast|et thetreedive. Thanks.

* * *

No action was taken againstthis letter. | think,
politiciansare not the only concernecentitiesto bear
this responsibility.All individuals and family holders
havearole- probablygreatethanthatofthnep oI i t i ci an:¢
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- in growingandpreservingnoreandmoretrees.lt is
notagreathingto seetreesn theforest.If wecouldsee
moregianttreesin towns,citiesandin all hostage®f
humansthenit is greatandgoodthing. If | everplanto
doanyserviceto theliving kind, | will showit through
theplantationandpreservatiorof trees.

| amseeingeverytreeasasilentmonki doingmany
goodthingstotheliving beingswvithoutanyexpectation
andtaking manyblows from the living kind, humans
in particular, without showing any opposition. They
are the symbolsof unconditionallove and vairagya
(detachment).
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GandhijiandViolence

his is somethingdifferent. And it is scriptednot

to give a differenttastebut to tell the reality to all.
We all know that Gandhiji stood for the Truth and
the weaponhe usedis nonviolence.But hed i d n 6t
prescribenonviolence plainly. Therehad beentimes
whenGandhijiprescribedriolencealso.Now let ussee
the basicideabehindhis way throughthe view of Sri
Paramahanséogananda.

fi | speakingof A r e s i by t @ vGaBehiji said:
fi lyéu havea revolverandyour powerful enemyhas
anotherandif youareafraidandflee, saying:0 forgive
h i mhényouareac o w a lHedGaadhiji) said also
thatit is betterto usethe gunthanto beacoward,but
he advisedthe useof a superiorweapon- insteadof
eitherrunningawayor shooting- whenconfrontedoy
an armedenemywho hasdonewrong. This superior
weaponis ir es i lytowmarmdeonc ooper ati on
withthee n e myilvay s . 0

But Gandhijid i dpme8cribeit for all peopleand
for all occasionsHe d i daskatvomanto 6 r elyi st
| o wkedhervery morality is threatenedHe advises
the fair sexto use knife and their nails to protect
themselvesat suchtimes. He had recommendedhe
mercykilling of adyingcalf. Thus6 n-w h ol mayc e 6
not alwaysmeano n o it | [Thetyge®f.the victims
andthe natureof the enemiedecidethe meaningof
60 nw h ol ¥ thevietin is helplessandweak,then
he mayusethe weapongo protecthimself. It is better
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to usetheweaponandsurvivethanto yield anddie to
theevil ways.

If the victim is a strongerperson,then he may
use the superiorweaponof A r e s i ly towe mrd e
non-cooperatiorwith thee n e neyildvaa y But this
weaponwill not hold good to all strong people. A
governmentvhois answerabléo thewholenationcan
not escapefrom i trésponsibility showing Gandhiji
asan excuse Particularlywhen, the enemykeepson
refusingto respecthumanvaluesandtheire ne my 6 s
strength,the weaponof i r e s i by lbve and reon
c 0 0 p e will lbseits effart.At suchtimesit isbetter
to usetheweaporthanto begtheworld to correctthe
enemy.

In the BagawatGita, BagawanKrishna did not
prescribefi r e s i bylbvaandnenc oopertmat i ono
Arjuna. He took sincereefforts to solve the problem
in a peacefulway. Whenit failed, he advisedArjuna
to fight. Arjuna, beingaruler,c o u | escap@rdm his
responsibility.So, too the governmentannot escape
fromi tredponsibilityatthecostof Ga n d hadvigel 6 s
RatherGandhiji would adviseus to usethe weapon
thanto die without the knowledgeof beingkilled.

And this is for the rulers. If the rulers keep on
showingd r e s i ts thedenrarist@without properly
educatingthemo | otlheaid may bring greatdanger
to the whole nation. The peopleof India nevertheless
shouldnot forgetthewayof Gandhiji.\Wehaveto show
A r e s ibgldveamdnoec o0 0 p e rtodheinteynal 0
partiesn Indiawhocomein disguiseaspublic-servants
anddo everythingagainsthe interestsof the nation-
behindand front of the screenlf the enemiesnside
too preferto usethe awkwardmethodsthenlet usnot
hesitateto supportthe Indian powersto changetheir
weapons!
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Untouchability

atenight in a day of 2008.1 wasreturningto my

homein carwith family afterattendinga function.
Just3 more kilometersto go. My car got heatedand
brokedownontheway.ltw o u | gbevénakilometer.
| stoppedhecarin anearbytemple.l ta@vsll known
templeto me. | know the temple priest personally.l
thoughtof leavingthe car nearthe templeandreach
homeusingsomeothermodeof transportl couldtake
thecarthenextdaywith thehelpof amechanic.

| placedthe car nearthe temple. Meanwhile, my
baby,oneandahalfyearold, startedveepingn wantof
waterWed i dhav@anywaterwith usthen.l sentmy
wife to thetemplep r i koset@fstchsomewater. It
wasafew feetaway.Shewentandaskedor water.| was
standingnearthe car.Nearly 10 minutespassed, she
d i dretdrr.l wentcloseto herandaskedwhatwas
happeningShesaid,ii askedhemseveratimes.Sofar,
noonehadr e s p o hadkedbr waterabit loudly.
Theold priestof around80yearsold andwho waswell
known to me cameout andrespondedifi D o shéut,
theyarealittle busyinside.l will bringthewat er .

After sometime, he camewith a small vesseland
handedbverit to my wife andsaid,i D o letéhechild
drink thewaterbiting thevesselKeepit awayfrom her
andfeedw a t Ratherft wasacommandandhewas
still standingthereto checkwhetherwe carry out the
conditionwithout fail. We wereshocked.Thenl went
to my carandbroughtanemptybottle. My wife shifted
thewaterfrom thevesseto our bottleandreturnedhe
vessebackto thepriest.
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How could a baby, hardly two years old can
drink water without biting the vessel?This incident
happenedotin the 19th or 20thcenturylt was2008.
This is the 21stcentury.How deeplythe bitter seedof
untouchabilityshouldhavebeenroutedin the soil of
India?

This is not prescribed scriptures. This is not
supportedyleadersandseersSriRamad i dmindl tb
touchKuhawho wassupposedobean6 unt ouchabl €
Sri Krishnalived amongcowherdsvho weresupposed
to be of a lower cadrecast.God orderedthe temple
preist of Sri Rangamto bring Thiruppanazhvakho
was consideredo bean 6 u nt o uly the frdise 6
The priestcarried Thiruppanazhvaon his shoulders.
God allowed KannappalNayanar,a forest dweller, an
6 unt o uictheeyrsofdd dleitatamiéhthe eye
of His SakalaRoopathroughhis foot. Theseincidents
clarify that untouchabilityis not prescribedcanywhere
in India by the spiritualseers.

| d o nbfame the caste systemblindly. | d on 6t
prescribeany communalismherei all should share
the food equally and shouldwearthe samecoat. No.
The individuals have the freedom and right to lay
down somerestrictionsanddesignsomephilosophies
to protect their self discipline, I mean the inner
discipline. Assuminghatl amofad s u p sectinther 6
society(butl amnotsoin records)andif | happerto
seesomebeingofad | o vadre(létit beanycreature)
drowning,| will not hesitateo giveanarmto lift it up.
Becausehumanityis the highestphilosophythat all
truereligionsasktheir peopleto prayandpractice.

Untouchabilityshouldnot betakenin grosslevel i
in a physicalperspectiveWhat scriptureshad saidis
this: Thosewho arepious,sathwik(nobleminded)and
sinceran seekingGod,shouldstayaway,by all means,
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from the bad companyof the lower minded persons
I thosewho act uponthe influencesof the delusion.
Insteadheyshouldminglewith the Satsanga thelike
mindedpeoplewhoarenobleandGodseekingEvena
persornsaidto bea Sudra(lowestcadrein castsystem)
by birth, is admiredin all ways,if heis found to be
Godloving. Evenapersorwhois saidto beaBrahmin
(highestcadrein castsystem)oy birth, is sackedif he
is foundto be guilty in preservinghe high morals.It
is not the birth that decideso n ednanunitybut the
behaviorlt istruethatif apersornappenso takebirth
in amoralsocietyheislikely to possesthegoodmorals
of his surroundinggndhasall advantagesf Satsanga.
But, hehasnoneedo look downatotherswhohadnot
beengiventhatopportunitylf hedoeghat,it meanshe
is pushinghimselfdownto the statureof pettyminded.

There have been many Brahmins hailing from
Brahmin community with ideal Brahminic qualities
viz. humility and humanity.| reverethem. Everyone
reverethem. They are adornedtill day not for the
reasorthattheytookbirth in Brahminfamilies,butfor
thattheyrespecte@Godseekeref anycommunityand
tried to lift otherpeoplewith kindnessAll thosewho
havethesequalitiesare Brahmins.Thisisal ay man 6 s
definition. Now, let uslook into the scriptures.

i T h arefoarrkindsof peopleBrahmin Kshatriya,
Vaisya and Sudra. Among these,Smrithis basedon
Vedhastell that Brahminis the importantone. Then
whoisBrahminBrahminisnotJeevdsoulwith abody)
asthe soultakesbirth in manybodiesof variedcolors.
Brahminis not the body asthe metabolisnof bodyis
the samefor all from the elite to the mean.Brahmin
is not a matter of caste(basedon birth) as realized
soulshad comefrom all castesEventhe intellectual
mastery does not decide the Brahmin. Brahmin is
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